£ 
# 


aee & 


o> Pt Yt 
ae 2 / 
see? s 
ls of ei Sa 
~ - * 
or 
eee 
Phy 
& 
a 3% 
: 
‘ 


Be 


be Vase << 
a 

oe FE 
ow 

wl = 
O 

es) 

© 


E: 


\S\" 


WHIE?] OU;RNAL‘OFSECOL 


MarcheA'prily2.01S 


» © | ’ 

- a - 
I S yp SSOES p VLCSC amy Z 
LS 


Se 


GR SE OURAN? ig Q 
SiLy (*-8" BOR 


* REENNoUNT AUN BAREHARST-TUMBLR.COM | 
Pe UC eee 


Wolffish, Katydids, 
Portia Spiders, 
the Cobra Lily and You 


EOSTAR 2015 


Regardless of how one thinks the great mystery of life began, it cannot 
be denied that evolution and the wild go hand-in-hand. From the 
Atlantic wolffish whose body has the ability to create its own antifreeze, 
to the common katydid who spend their days disguised as a leaf so that 
they can stay up all night chirping songs of love to the universe, the 
entire existence of the wild rests upon its own inherent ability to push 
forward and thrive in the face of adversity. 

The battle to protect the wild is much the same. With each increas- 
ingly complex threat our species comes up with, members of that 
same species invent new tactics and strategies to fight for preservation. 
Browsing through this issue's Eco-Wars, you'll find reports of U-locks 
being used to secure office doors, of roads spiked with rebar, of people 
super-gluing themselves to doors—you'll even see a story about knitting 
as a form of protest. 

Blockades, paperwrenching, lockdowns, treesits, signs and banners— 
these are the tools we know, the tools we use. But what else is there? And 
how can we combine these tools more effectively? 

Diversity of tactics is a thread that runs throughout this issue. “Tar- 
geted Hoaxes” analyzes the idea of using the fear of sabotage to disable 
the enemy, while the debate section focuses on the effectiveness of “ethi- 
cal consumerism.” “Picking a Target” outlines ways of gathering informa- 
tion online about companies and individuals, with this issue’s Toolbox 
serving as a supplement about how to obscure one’s internet activity. 

But is our movement's tactical diversity a coherent one, or is it 
scattered to a degree that has become detrimental? One could argue that 
similar, repetitive tactics have a marginal success rate, especially without 
at least an implicit nod of approval from the mainstream environmental 
sector. “Untrodden Ground is Fertile Ground” speaks to this, focusing 
on bridging the gap between direct action and effective, long-term 
changes in climate policy. It also touches on the Earth First! wilderness 
proposals of the ’80s, as does this issue’s Blast From the Past. Part of the 
strength of creating comprehensive wilderness management plans is that 
they offer a concrete (not literally) alternative to the destructive ideas 
laid out by those who are either only pretending to care about the wild, 
or simply do not understand it. 

We hope that the magazine you're holding in your hands compels 
you to think outside the toolbox—to maybe peek in your neighbor's 
toolbox to see what type of wrench they're using. 

The Portia spider survives by inventing a different tactic for every 
individual spider that they trick into becoming a meal. The carnivorous 
cobra lily has an interior dotted with fake windows, causing their prey to 
exhaust themselves unconscious trying to escape. 

Let’s be inventive. Let’s evolve. 

Let's win. 


—Thursday Addams 
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Dear 
Shitfer “~~ 


brains 


Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 964 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 


Please keep your letter to 


DSFB, 

I just got the Samhain 2014 issue 8& I want to say that while 
I appreciate the parody of the statement about Appropriate 
Management of Mexican Gray Wolves, mocking the language 
typically used in these statements, I thought that the statement 
about the destruction of human domiciles larger than a tent 
in New Mexico & Arizona etc was quite silly. I honestly do 
not know much about Pueblo & Dineh & other indigenous 
tribes from that region but they traditionally & actually in a 
lot of cases still do live in houses “larger than a tent” like pueb- 
lo adobe houses & hogans & such. And I feel like in general 
(& also I read a book about this called Wild Ideas) the idea 
of “wilderness” as a place where humans are not established 
& only pass through briefly is an idea that only appears after 
genocide of indigenous people because humans were clearly 
able to live & coexist for many thousands of years if not since 
the beginning of time altogether with Mexican Gray Wolves 
in these areas of “New Mexico” & “Arizona.” Also, they've still 
there. Also destroying even white people’s houses (as opposed 
to development houses no one lives in yet which is awesome) is 
a terrible thing to suggest because there's so many better things 
to destroy & that statement on the very first page where people 
will pick it up & think these people are just totally crazy. I 
mean even my anarchist friends who are not EF! people would 
probably react pretty negatively to reading that. Especially if 
they didn't realize how it is a parody of a specific type of Fish & 
Wildlife service document. 


—Gone Away 


Dear Onion Fer Brains, 

in the mabon 2014 newsletter, the cover article on the mat- 
tole provides incorrect and misleading information in the first 
paragraph. resistance in the mattole did not begin in the ’80s, 
the government did not pay half a billion dollars for the forest 
(that was the headwaters deal), and david “gypsy” chain did not 
die in the mattole! love you, assholes. 


—glamourcat 
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Send us your love/hate mail: 


DSFB, 

I got the winter issue of EF! News you 
sent—thank you. It’s awesome becatise just 
scanning it, you can recognize all the shit that's 
going down. I hear so many people who lament 
that it feels like nothing is happening ... but 
it is. 

So, check it out. I’m hopped up on coffee. A 
lot of it. I’m going to try to continue to combine 
nouns and verbs in each of the sentences that 
follow, but I can’t make any promises. 

2015 is the year that swivilization—this op- 
pressive death machine—is going to grind to 
a halt. We can resolve to make it happen, not 
in some distant and nebulous future but right 
now ... our every act of resistance, small daily 
acts in pulling the proverbial fire alarms, can 
accumulate into one massive clusterfuck. 

[.as} 

Now, consider each of us and our small acts 
of resistance bringing the machine into a state 
of constant crisis; the profiteers running for 
their worthless lives still clutching their darling 
moneybags, pursued by angry mobs carrying 
torches and pitchforks; the warmongers’ heads 
paraded on pikes; those who assumed the right 
to rule relegated to positions of real service—as 
mulch. 

We'd forage and swim all day, and dance 
all night around bonfires lit with useless pa- 
per currency. We'd tell the children about the 
nightmare of swivilization just to make sure 
they would never repeat that mistake. 

All we really need to make it happen is a 
book of matches and a can of gasoline. 

Matches are free. Gas is cheap. 

Arson is the least-solved crime. 

So, what are we waiting for? 

No better place than here... 

No better time than now... 

So let’s resolve that 2015 will be the end of 
swivilization, once and for all. 

We can burn it all down and create some- 
thing better that we really deserve. 

The truth is dangerous. 

Stay dangerous. 

Freedom in 2015, 

—Sean Swain 

#243-205, Southern Ohio Correctional Fa- 
cility, 1724 OH-728, Lucasville, OH 45699, 
Cell 37 


Dear Shit fer Brains and DAM Collective, 

I just got my hands on the new Direct Action Manual. For a 
bunch of washed-up mid-guard you did a pretty bang-up job. But 
since you're probably all still on watchlists despite your current com- 
placency, I feel like you have the time to take care of a few mistakes 
that made it into the third edition. 

Black Bears and Design Flaws 

On page 114—in “Metal Black Bears”—a note mentions prob- 
lems with black bear pins breaking loose and potentially injuring the 
bare feet of the user (while carrying to deployment/transport). Solu- 
tion... STOP TRYING TO WELD REBAR! It is not designed to 
be welded with common ER70S type welding wire and will break 
due to the alloy’s weldability. Special wire needed! Use regular mild 
steel (A36 or 1018) for pins unless you are a qualified welder. (Let's 
be real, most lockboxes are horribly welded. Brush up on your skills 
and strike fear into the hearts of the bastards with your sexy, perfect 
welding abilities!) 

Improved and Mote Visually Confusing Lockbox Designs 

For pins set with holes drilled and plug welded (spot welding is a 
different process—c’mon kiddies) do not grind or file the remaining 
weld. Leave it there, but add many other similar welds in a line or 
circle to confuse the “just doing my job” types as to where the pin is 
actually located. 

In locations where the extraction team may attempt to cut welds 
or drill the pin out, make it harder and more time-consuming by 
using a hard-facing welding rod. They are abrasion-resistant and a 
real bear to cut through. Do your research on which rod will work 
best, but I suggest Stoody 35 (impact and abrasion/cutting resistant), 
because it works on AC or DC stick welding machines. 

The cutting disks and drill bits they will ruin will be worth the 
extra money, and the frustration it will cause is priceless. 

Nice Cops 

Page 90—in “Intimidation and Lies (I.E. Being Cops)”—says 
nice cops instead of “nice cops” ... Ain’t no such things as the former. 
Stop lying to eco-warriors! 


—The Moonlight Mechanic 
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Remember: If they give up and use pain compliance, you are now 
+99 at lockbox design! Téll all your new friends in county about 
your recent level-up! 


’ fucked up everyone is. More of how fucking 


Yhe cold haects of the afar Joann 


Towards the end of last year, the Collective 
sent out a survey asking readers for input 

on the Journal and Newswire. Quite a few 
responses were compiled. While the comments 
vary in tone, there seems to be an affinity for 
less announcements of corporate ecocide and 
vague analysis, and more direct action report- 
backs from on-the-ground warriors. And, as 
always, a plea for “more stuff that's like, “Holy 
shit, shit's going down—for the love of Mother 
Earth, quit your job and get your ass on the 
frontlinel’” Here's some fiery feedback from the 
exchange. 


Less bullshit leftist complaints on issues they 
have thought about for no more than a year. 
Less shit talking and faulty arguments of how 


awesome our movement is and how we can 
move forward. | know the journal is a place for 
internal discussion, but we can’t just keep tear- 
ing eachother down. Also maybe more stuff on 


the things we do when we're not at an action— 


the building blocks of what keeps us sane. 
—Anonymous 


More arson, more winning. Less fucking 
depressing shit, like our dying planet or the 
juggernaut of technology consuming our 
broken souls. But you really can’t help that (or 
can you). As far as your reporting goes y'all 
are doing a bang up job and are an invalu- 
able resource. 

—John Conner 


More diversity in your authors. I’m seeing 
articles written by the same folks, as if you're 
catering to a small number of writers. Or may- 
be you're just pandering to your friends. I've 
heard of a few complaints in the field of folks 
submitting articles of importance to campaigns, 
only to be replaced by articles in the journal 
written by already established authors...of 
topics that are banal in nature. Though, | know 


it’s important to print articles of a Direct Action 


101 for folks new to the movement. 


Less profanity. 
—Anonymous 
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Rising Tide Seattle stages a blockade in a 
J J 
rail switch yard, blocking a mile-long oil train 


in Everett, Washingto 


t HRIR as » 


mA Mat 


haa 


One of the greatest successes of the US environmental 
movement has been turning the Keystone XL pipe- 
line into an issue so politically contentious that Barack 
Obama finally rejected it. Fearing further resistance, the 
oil industry is now much more hesitant to propose new 
pipelines. Rather than giving up, companies are finding 
new, more dangerous ways to transport their toxic oil and 
other dirty fossil fuels. 

Fossil fuel shipment by rail is the new order of the 
day, and Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia are 
being hit particularly hard. According to Forest Ethics, 
“In 2013 the Pacific Northwest went from having zero 
oil-by-rail facilities capable of receiving massive oil trains, 
to four functional and six proposed terminals as of the 
end of 2013. Each oil train hauls roughly 70,000 barrels 
of oil.” Much of this expansion has been caused by an 
increase in the domestic extraction of particularly danger- 
ous oil from the Bakken shale in North and South Dako- 
ta, Montana, and Saskatchewan. In the US and Canada, 
the push for more efficient—but highly toxic—extraction 
and refinement processes has increased domestic oil pro- 
duction and promoted the facade of eased reliance on 
foreign oil. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 


In creating the envisioned biocentric world where 
profit and destruction are no longer valued over creating 
sustainable communities in harmony with Mother Earth, 
thoughtful resistance is required. Without direct action, 
the future doesn’t look good for slowing the growth of 
any fossil fuel infrastructure in Cascadia. According to 
the Sightline Institute of Seattle, “Since 2012, British Co- 
lumbia, Oregon, and Washington have seen new active 
proposals for four new coal terminals, three expansions 
of existing terminals, two new oil pipelines, eleven oil-by- 
rail facilities, and six new natural gas pipelines. Taken to- 
gether, these plans would be capable of delivering enough 
fuel to release 822 million metric tons of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere each year.” To put this into perspec- 
tive, the Keystone XL would have raised emissions 121 
million metric tons per year. 

Just like pipelines, oil trains spill. The US Department 
of Transportation estimated that just over one million gal- 
lons of crude oil spilled from rail cars in the US in 2013 
alone. But worse than pipelines, oil trains also explode, 


and with 25 million Americans living within a blast zone, . 


each train is a disaster waiting to happen. On December 
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Dale Jenson leans in to listen to the Raging 
Grannies in Olympia, WA. 


30, 2013, in Casselton, North Dakota, an oil train col- 
lision resulted in an explosion—spilling 400,000 gallons 
of crude oil. In Canada, there was a devastating explosion 
that leveled the downtown of Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, on 
July 6, 2013, vaporizing 47 people and contaminating 
surface and ground water. These oil-by-rail disasters were 
followed by the derailment of a Bakken oil train in Seat- 
tle in July 2014, thankfully without incident. However, 
based on other oil train explosions, the Seattle Fire De- 
partment concluded that a derailment that leads to an 
explosion or fire “would be a catastrophe for our commu- 
nity in terms of risk to life, property and environment.” 

Demonstrating the failure of government agencies to 
properly respond to capitalist disasters, Washington's De- 
partment of Ecology is advocating for “safer” oil trains 
and terminals. This disregards their own advice, stated 
online, to “prevent toxic chemicals from being used in the 
first place,” because “averting toxic exposures and avoid- 
ing future costs is the smartest, cheapest and healthiest 
approach.” 

Having the largest proposed fossil fuel infrastructure 
expansion in decades, the Salish Sea bioregion is under 


attack. Unlike those advocating for “safer 
conditions” in which to transport fossil fuels 
by rail that would still allow hydrocarbons 
to be extracted and burned—further adding 
to land degradation, atmospheric warming, 
and ocean acidification—Rising Tide Seattle 
is responding with direct action. By utiliz- 
ing grassroots community organizing, Rising 
Tide Seattle is standing with a large and grow- 
ing coalition to fight back against the massive 
fossil fuel buildup in the Salish Sea bioregion. 

In occupied Duwamish land, modern-day 
Seattle, the choice to target oil trains and ter- 
minals is a strategic decision to apply pressure 
on the point of production in a manner that 
addresses the global climate crisis at a local 
level. In denying a means by which to trans- 
port oil, we decrease the appeal of extracting 
it from its source by demanding moratori- 
ums on projects currently under construction 
and the future permitting of infrastructure, 
we hope to stop the Pacific Northwest from 
increasing its capacity to store, refine, and 
export oil. We continuously make it more 
difficult—and ultimately impossible—for the 
industry to continue to extract the oil from its 
source in the Bakken. Piper, an organizer and 
student, stated, “We feel we have used politi- 
cal venues, advocacy—all of those tools—and 
this is the tool most necessary right now, be- 
cause the situation is so dire that direct action 
is necessary.” 

By using tactics uncommon to the public, 
we bring awareness to the crisis in which we 
are living, and have the ability to change the 
larger narrative. There has already been great 
resistance to the expansion of fossil fuel via 
rail infrastructure in the Pacific Northwest. 
There have been a series of tripod blockades 
on oil train tracks in multiple states, a mass 
track blockade at the People’s Climate March 
in Seattle, a blockade of the Washington De- 
partment of Ecology by the Seattle Raging 
Grannies, and so many more. As one Raging 
Granny said while she was locked down in her 
rocking chair: “I can no longer be civil about 
what is going on. I’m here to protect the plan- 
et, and the future of our children.” 

Patrick Mazza, who locked down to a tri- 
pod leg in front of a mile-long oil train, stat- 
ed, “It is not too late for us, but a day could 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
OIL TRAIN BLOCKADES 


JUNE - OCTOBER, 2014 


JUNE 30 
Oil Terminal Blockaded in Portland 
Climate justice activists with Portland Rising Tide shut down 
the Arc Logistics crude oil terminal in Northwest Portland when 
one protester locked herself to a concrete-filled barrel placed on 
a railroad track leading into the facility. 


JULY 28 
Lockdown on Tesoro Train Tracks in WA 
Three locals locked their arms inside barrels full of cement 
on tracks in Anacortes to protest oil-by-rail shipments in the 
Pacific Northwest. The activists were arrested, but the barrels 
remained on the tracks. 


SEPT 2 
Coal and Oil Trains Blocked in Everett, WA 

One protester was suspended from a tripod 18 feet above 
the tracks while four others locked to its legs, stopping work at a 
Burlington Northern Santa-Fe rail yard. The group demanded an 
immediate halt to all shipments of fossil fuels through the North- 
west and called on Governor Inslee to reject permits for all new 
fossil fuel projects in WA. 


SEPT 18 
Activists Blockade OR Train for Nine Hours 
Portland Rising Tide and allies from Columbia County erect- 

ed a 20-foot-tall tripod to blockade the Port Westward oil termi- 
nal. Officers used a circular saw to cut through the tripod’s legs, 
gradually lowering the structure to the ground amidst a shower 
of sparks, endangering the activist whose neck was locked to one 
of the legs. 


ocTs 
Portland Oil Terminal Blocked 
Around 100 activists formed a blockade at the Arc Logistics 
crude oil rail terminal, including five who risked arrest by sitting 
directly on the tracks. Oil shipments were halted for the day. 


OcT 30 
Raging Grannies Stage 6-Hour Lockdown in WA 
Following the blockade by seven Raging Grannies (with 
support from Rising Tide), which effectively shut down work at 
the Department of Ecology to advocate for a moratorium on oil 
trains, more than 200 community members rallied at the Capitol 
and marched to the oil train safety hearing. 


come all too soon when it will be if we do not 
rise to the fierce urgency of our time. We are 
called to act with everything that is in us, to put 
our bodies where our minds are, to take the fu- 
ture in our hands and do our best to save our 
children’s world...” 

We, Rising Tide, struggle to make the transi- 
tion to sustainable livelihoods a just one. With 
direct intervention, in combination with the 
meaningful work of so many others organizing, 
we see the possibility of a fossil fuel-free future. 
Through direct action, we succeed where envi- 
ronmental NGOs are failing. We ask, if not us, 
who, and if not now, when? As Abby Brockway 
said while perched atop a tripod blocking a mile- 
long oil train, “People in the Pacific Northwest 
are forming a thin green line that will keep coal, 
oil and gas in the ground.” 


Abby Brockway scales the top of a twenty-foot tripod situated on 
the tracks to stop a mile-long Bakken crude oil train that sup- 
plies refineries in Anacortes, Washington. 


Rising Tide Seattle is a grassroots, all-volunteer col- 
lective dedicated to taking direct action to confront 
the root causes of climate change and to support com- 
munities on the frontlines of extractive industries. 
Rising Tide Seattle challenges the political and eco- 
nomic systems that prioritize profit, infinite growth, 
and white-settler dominance over traditional peoples, 
community health, and a livable planet. 
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CHATTAHOOCHEE EARTH FIRST! FEN VALLEY EARTH FIRST! 
Location: Atlanta, GA, and the sur- Location: The Kalamazoo River Val- 
i NTR 0 D U C j N G * rounding area ley area, Michigan 
* Formed: Late July, 2014 Formed: Late 2014 


Three new Earth First! groups have sprung 
up since our last issue. They could use your 
support—and you could use theirs! If you 
live in one of their bioregions, consider giv- 
ing them a holler. 


LONGLEAF EARTH FIRST! 
Location: Tallahassee, FL 
Formed: December 26, 2014 
Current Campaigns: Stopping Sabal 
Trail Transmission, LCC, from con- 


structing a natural gas pipeline that 
would run over, under and through 
aquifers, rivers and springsheds, deci- 
mating water quality and ruining the 
_ local environment. 

Contact: LONGLEAFEF@RISEUP.NET 
Website: LONGLEAFEF.COM 


Current Campaigns: = Currently 
fighting the Plant Votgle expansion, 
which would add a third and fourth 
nuclear reactor—deemed_ unnecessary 
by experts—at the cost to taxpayers 
of more than $20 billion. One of the 
reactor vessels fell off a train and sat 
half-covered by a tarp for approxi- 
mately one month before the public 
found out. The company wants to 
take 202 million gallons of water from 
the Savannah River each and every 
day, and has already begun construc- 
tion despite lacking the required water 
permits. The river is already the third 
most polluted in the US. 

Contact: pirrysouTH_EF@RISEUP.NET 
Website: 


FACEBOOK.COM/CHATTAHOOCHEEEF 


Current Campaigns: Hiding in 
the tall grass, knee-deep in boring 
research, with eyes on development 
projects in the area. Currently hyping 
the Sth anniversary of the oil spill in 
the Kalamazoo River, training, talking, 
training, walking. 

Contact: 
FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 
Website: 

FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS.COM 


If you've interested in starting an EF! group 
in your area, email us at: COLLECTIVE@ 
FARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG for a primer. Let us 
know when your group gets going and we'll 


announce it in the next issue. 


REBEL! REBUILD! REWILD! 


AC 
a 


REPORTB 


by Crow . 


Rebel! Rebuild! Rewild! (R!IR!IR!) took place from August 
18-20, on unceded Algonquin territory just North of Ottawa, 
capital of the Canadian state. Though organizers chose not to 
use the Earth First! name, EF! was a primary inspiration, and 
the goal has been to create an annual event with intentions 
similar to the EF! Round River Rendezvous. 

Action camps are rare in so-called Canada. In fact, the only 
annual one is the Unist’ot’en Action Camp, thousands of kilo- 
metres away from the densely populated bioregion of Ontario 
and Quebec. We feel that, in an age when many activists net- 
work online and are bound together by weak relationships, it 
is vital to get folks out on the land together, to deepen connec- 
tivity and cultivate the affinity that strengthens our movement. 

RIR!R! was held immediately before the People’s Social Fo- 
rum (PSF), a four-day activist convergence in Ottawa. Since we 
knew that many people were already coming to Ottawa for this 
event, we held our camp the three preceding days, so that folks 
could attend both and help foster a more radical presence at 
the PSE This helped attract folks from as far away as Mi kmaq 
territory in the East and what's known as Alberta in the West. 

We began by sharing the upcoming event at radical gath- 
erings, anarchist bookfairs, infoshops, and by word-of-mouth 
to our comrades. We promoted it as fun and engaging, fea- 
turing “hands-on, skill-based education on how to campaign 
effectively against the destruction of the natural world,” and 
promised workshops on direct action (DA), anti-oppression, 
decolonization, security culture, mental health, dealing with 
sexual violence, accountability, and more. We also distributed 
a French version of the flyer, with the intention of building 
bridges with Francophone radical communities, 

The camp was held on a beautiful organic farm in a rural 
community that has fought several industrial projects over the 
past few years, including a sewage treatment plant and a mas- 
sive highway expansion project. 

One big problem that we ran into was finding direct action 
trainers. This really demonstrates the need for the skill-sharing 
that this event was supposed to offer. We reached out months 


<_ 
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in advance, but almost no one in our bioregion trains in things 
like lockdowns, sleeping dragons, pods, treesitting, or building 
barricades—let alone monkeywrenching. At the last minute, 
the Indigenous Tar Sands Campaign came through for us, of- 
fering a DA workshop based on a modified Ruckus Society 
curriculum. There were also awesome workshops on DA strate- 
gy, media skills, squatting, and combat, to mention only a few. 
For next year’s RIR!R!, we hope to attract radical trainers who 
can teach the kind of skills that are laid out in the EF! Direct 
Action Manual. 

Due to concerns that were raised beforehand about the 
safety of the event, a lot of steps were made to ensure that 
RIRIR! would try to be a safe space for everyone. This included 
a TWAC camping area, a team of active listeners whose job was 
to mediate conflict, and making R!R!R! a sober space. All in all, 
the event was socially harmonious. 

There were also workshops on earth skills, such as wild plant 
identification and preserving by fermentation. These were very 
well received, and we hope that next year’s camp will feature 
more in this vein. 

Three delicious meals were prepared daily, and we're pleased 
to say that most of the food was scavenged, donated, or pur- 
chased on site. The hosts were amazing—they have a long-held 
dream of the farm becoming a place of learning, and they wel- 
comed us with open arms. We plan to hold next year’s event at 
the same location. 

Speaking of next year's event, we are ecstatic to announce 
that the stars have aligned quite nicely. The location for R!RIR! 
is a mere four hours from so-called Vermont, where next sum- 
mer’s EF! Rondy will be held. So, we are seizing this moment of 
possibility and inviting all you devious malcontents—seething 
in the belly of the American Empire—to come conspire it up 
with us in the Boreal Forest. It’s right after the EF! Rondy, so 
mark that shit on your calendars, y'all! 

Those wishing to learn more or get involved with R!R!R! plan- 
ning for 2015 can write us at REBELREBUILDREWILD@RISEUP.NET 
or visit our website at REBELREBUILDREWILD.NOBLOGS.ORG. JR 
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Eco-Prisoners, Snared Liberationists, and Hostages of the Struggle 


From the 


Cages 


This information is compiled by the joint effort of the EF! 
Prisoner Support Project and the EF! Journal Collective. A 
broader list of prisoners from allied struggles, along with our 
handy updated Informant Tracker service, can be found at 
EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. ORG/PRISONERS. To get in touch, email: 
EFPRIS@RISEUP.NET or write: EF!PSP PO. Box 163126, 
Sacramento, CA 95816. 


US PRISONERS 


WALTER BOND 
#37096-013, USP Marion CMU, PO Box 1000, Marion, 
IL 62959, USA 
Serving 12 years (until 03-21-2021) for the “ALF 
Lonewolf” arsons of the Tandy Leather Factory and the 
Tiburon Restaurant (which sold foe gras) in Utah, as 
well as the Sheepskin Factory in Colorado. 
SUPPORTWALTER.ORG 
Birthday: April 16 
Diet: Vegan 


KATIE “KROW” KLOTH 

lron County Jail, 200 Taconite Street, Hurley, WI 

54534, USA 

Krow is an environmental and indigenous rights 

activist who was convicted of charges stemming from 
a June 2013 Penokee Defenders protest that disrupted 
GTAC borehole drilling at a mine site on the Penokee 
Range. On January 21, 2015, Krow was sentenced to 9 
months (until 11-01-2015) plus 8 years of supervised 
release, and may face additional charges for “bail jump- 
ing” for allegedly entering a forest that was off limits 
while the case was pending. 


MARIUS MASON 
(ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO MARIE MASON) 
#04672-061, FMC Carswell, Federal Medical Center, 
PO Box 27137, Fort Worth, TX 76127, USA 
Serving 21 years and 10 months (until 09-18-2027) 
for his involvement in an ELF arson at a university build- 
ing carrying out genetically modified crop tests. Marius 
also pleaded guilty to conspiring to carry out ELF actions 
and admitted involvement in 12 other ELF actions. Join 
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the campaign to move Marius from the extreme isolation 
at FMC Carswell. supPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG 
Birthday: January 26, 1962 

Diet: Vegan 


KEVIN OLLIFF 
(ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO KEVIN JOHNSON) 
#47353-424, MCC Chicago, Metropolitan 
Correctional Center, 71 West Van Buren Street, 
Chicago, IL 60605, USA 
Kevin (arrested with Tyler Lang) is an animal liber- 
ation activist who completed a 30-month sentence for 
“possession of burglary tools” on 10-21-2014. He is now 
being held in federal custody, awaiting trail for additional 
charges under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act for 
allegedly releasing 2,000 mink and foxes from fur farms 
in the Midwest. supPORTKEVINANDTYLER.COM 
Birthday: March 27 
Diet: Vegan 


REBECCA RUBIN 

#98290-011 FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp 

Park, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 

Rebecca is serving 5 years (until 04-07-2017) for ar- 

son and conspiracy charges stemming from ELF actions 
that occurred between 1996 and 2001, including the 
$12 million fire that destroyed a ski resort in Vail, Col- 
orado. She accepted a non-cooperating plea agreement. 


Birthday: April 18, 1973 


JUSTIN SOLONDZ 
#98291-011, FCI Loretto, PO Box 1000, Loretto, PA 
15940, USA 
Serving 7 years (until 08-31-2017) for a'2001 fire- 
bombing of the University of Washington's Center for 
Urban Horticulture. 


Birthday: October 3 


BRIAN VAILLANCOURT 
#M428839, Robinson Correctional, 13423 East 
1150th Ave, Robinson, IL 62454 USA 
Arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, for an 
alleged attempted arson at a McDonald’s. He took a 
plea deal for 9 years. 
Birthday: September 5, 1964 
Diet: Vegan 


TERN NERONAL 


GRAZIANO MAZZARELLI, LUCIO ALBERTI AND FRAN- 
CESCO SALA 

CC via dell’Arginone, 327 - 44100 Ferrara, Italy 
DAVIDE FORGIONE AND PAOLO ROSSI 

CC Via Maria Adelaide Aglietta 35, 10151 Turin, Italy 


ERIC MCDAVID RELEASED! 


On January 8, 2015, green anarchist eco-prisoner Eric McDa- 
vid walked out of Terminal Island federal prison—nearly 9 years 
after his arrest on January 13, 2006, and 11 years before his sen- 
tence was originally set to end. Though never accused of participating 
in any property destruction himself, Eric was entrapped by an FBI 
informant and charged with conspiracy to use fire or explosives to 
damage corporate or government property. He was sentenced to 19 
years. His early release was due to revelations that the FBI had failed 
to disclose potentially exculpatory evidence to the defense. Eric plead- 
ed guilty to a lesser charge that carried a 5-year maximum sentence, 
and was released shortly after. 

The following is a statement that Eric sent to the Earth First! 
Journal Collective: 

just can't express the torrent of emotion that’s poured through 
me over the past weeks... the intensities of which have been won- 
derfully eased & nourished by all the support that has been pour- 
ing in from every direction in the most beautiful ways... the days 
following my release i constantly found myself having to stop 
throughout the day, or waking in the middle of the night, disori- 
ented & attempting to figure out if i was dreaming or not - luckily 
that energy has abated & my feet have begun to ground once again 


(quite pleasantly no longer only finding concrete beneath me)... 
right now i'm just try’n to nourish the relationships i hold dear, & 
beginning to enfold more & more of my loved ones as my founda- 
tions grow & solidify, getting lined up for school & all that comes 
w/ it, & dancing with those bounds set by supervised release... this 
has definitely been a lot to handle at once, w/ so many threads in 
the weave i'm nearly disoriented by the sheer number & quali- 
ties...8¢ so my relation to patience now shifts more to myself than 
enduring that prison environment; giving myself time to form & 
solidify the foundation w/in these new environs which i so dearly 
wish to create & pour myself back into so that i may once again 
enfold everyone back into my embrace... can't express how much 
I'm looking forward to all those hugs! I've missed you all so dearly. 
Please continue to nourish those who are still behind the walls; the 
energy you provide sustains and fortifies the hearts and minds of 
those still within more than can be expressed... 

Thank you could never be enough, the aid I’ve received over 
the last nine years, and continue to receive, can only be re- 
turned by the aid passed on to others who are in... 

I love you all so much 

D 

Find your joy 


eae SE 


Prisoners of the No TAV Move- 
ment, a campaign against the build- 
ing of the Turin-Lyon highspeed rail 
link that has been fighting the project 
for 20+ years. Lucio Alberti, Frances- 
co Sala and Graziano Mazzarelli were 
arrested on July 11, 2014, in connec- 
tion with the action at the Chiomon- 
te TAV site. Davide and Paolo were 
arrested on August 30, 2013, after 
police stopped their car and found 
material considered “suspicious” by 
the state. 


ADRIANO ANTONACCI 

Casa Circondariale, Via Arginone 327, 

44122 Ferrara, Italy 

GIANLUCA IACOVACCI 

Via Casale 50/A, 15122 San Michele, 

Alessandria, Italy 

Adriano and Gianluca were arrest- 

ed on September 18, 2013, by the spe- 
cial operation department units of the 
Italian police. The two are accused of 
thirteen attacks, executed by different 
direct action cells (“Animal Liberation 
Front,” “Direct Action for the Defense 
of the Earth,” and “Informal Anarchist 


Federation—International Revolution- 
ary Front”), against banks, a fur out- 
let, branch offices of energy companies 
ENI and ENEL, and the Albano land- 
fill project. 


MARCO CAMENISCH 

Strafanstalt Bostadel, Postfach 38, 

CH-6313 Menzingen, Switzerland 

Serving 18 years: 10 for using ex- 

plosives to destroy electricity pylons 
leading from nuclear power stations 
and 8 for the murder of a Swiss Board- 
er Guard while on the run. In 2002 
Marco completed a 12-year sentence 
for destroying electricity pylons in 
Italy. 
Birthday: January 21 


ALFREDO COSPITO AND NICOLA GAI 
Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, 
Via Arginone 327, IT-4412e Ferrara, 
Italy 
Nicola and Alfredo were arrested 
on September 14, 2012, for shooting 
Ansaldo Nucleare manager Rober- 
to Adinolfi in the knee—an action 
carried out by an Olga/FAI/FRI 


nucleus on May 7, 2012. Alfredo was 
sentenced to 10 years and 8 months; 
Nicola to 9 years and 4 months. 


KARL HAGGROTH 

Box 3112, 200 22 MALMO, Sweden 

RICHARD KLILNSMEISTER 

Box 248, 593 23 Vastervik, Sweden 

EBBA OLAUSSON 

Box 1005, 718 92 FROVI, Sweden 

Ebba was sentenced to 2 years and 

6 months for animal rights actions di- 
rected against fur farming. Karl was 
arrested later and is now in custody 
pending an appeal to the Supreme 
Court, and then will probably go to 
prison where he will begin his 2 year 
and 6 month sentence. Richard was 
then sentenced to 1 year and 9 months 
for the same actions. 


DEBBIE VINCENT 
AS819DE, HMP and YO! Holloway 
Parkhurst Road, London N7 ONU, UK 
Debbie was sentenced to 6 years 
in prison for campaigning against 
Huntingdon Life Sciences, Europe's 
largest animal testing corporation. 
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on the past and future efficacy of 


TARGETED 
HOAXES 


by Jan Smitowicz 


Imagine, if you will, a woman walking into a library or 
university computer lab far from her place of residence. 
She wears loose-fitting clothing of a style she doesn’t nor- 
mally wear, purchased from a thrift store in a city she 
doesn't frequent. Maybe she wears sunglasses, and a ban- 
dana over her scalp. She has removed her piercings if she 
has any. In short, this woman disguises her appearance 
from security cameras. She has also parked her vehicle 
well away from the computer lab’s location, making sure 
its in a spot where getting a ticket is not a possibility, 
since any paper trail that ties her to a certain place and 
time is potentially incriminating. When she walks into 
the computer lab, she tilts down her head and uses care to 
avoid raising suspicion or interest. Her goal is to bé com- 
pletely unmemorable. Blending in with her surround- 
ings, she sets up a new, one-time-only email account with 
nonsense information and a password that can’t easily be 
connected to her. 

From here, her possibilities are limitless. Maybe, in 
an effort to protect a beautiful, verdant forest slated to be 
moonscaped by a timber harvest plan, she sends emails to 
the Forest Service, the logging company, and the insur- 
ance companies involved in the project. The emails claim 
that several dozen trees in the area have been spiked with 
ceramic nails, and encourage the companies—for the 
safety of the workers and equipment—to cancel the sale. 

Or perhaps she sends out a communiqué from the 
“Animal Rights Militia” or “Justice Department,” saying 
her group contaminated an entire shipment of meat from 
a particular slaughterhouse. Something like this could 
potentially cause tens or even hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in damage. If the target is chosen strategically, she 
could theoretically force an entire slaughterhouse out of 
business with just one email! 

A final example: Perhaps this clandestine activist— 
knowing the nascent calamity of climate change and 
having tired of the woeful snail-pace of progress toward 
a sane/sustainable/just society—sends emails to an oil re- 
finery, the Department of Transportation, and a specif- 
ic railroad company (the email addresses for which she 
memorized before her little adventure), claiming that her 


group sabotaged a stretch of railroad tracks leading up to 
that refinery, and that the many hundreds of tankers filled 
with crude oil scheduled to arrive that day could be de- 
railed and cause a catastrophic spill if the shipment is not 
canceled or delayed. A medium-sized refinery processes 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 700,000 gallons of 
crude oil every day. If production is halted, even for just 
one day, this would likely cost the refinery hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

While claiming these kinds of wins can result ftom a 
single disruption may seem hyperbolic, it’s anything but. 
For example, in 2012 the Movement for the Emancipa- 
tion of the Niger Delta (MEND) sabotaged a single oil 
pipeline that was a bottleneck for the oil industry, and 
through this solitary action they were able to keep ap- 
proximately 30 percent of the region's oil output in the 
ground for a week. This raised the price of oil globally. 

However, the genius of this young woman's email ac- 
tivity is that she never has to actually commit any of these 
actions. She merely has to make her targets believe she has 
done so. The risk she’s taking is quite low, especially when 
compared with the risk of actually committing such acts. 
She knows that hoaxes can’t and shouldn't ever complete- 
ly replace real-world actions, but a mixture of both could 
make substantial gains with a startling amount of ease 
and expediency. 

There are many examples of successful hoaxes in the 
history of radical environmental and animal rights activ- 
ism. In fact, a high-profile hoax was monumental in the 
success of a campaign I happened to be involved in as a 
grassroots protester. 

From 2006 through early 2007, Southern California ac- 
tivists were struggling to get the POM Wonderful juice com- 
pany to stop funding experiments on mice and rabbits. We 
did many home demos. ‘The vice president of the company 
resigned as a result of our campaign. PETA eventually got 

CONTINUED ON BOTTOM OF NEXT PAGE 
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NO NEW ANIMAL LAB 


Reclaiming the Narrative of Effective Animal Liberation Organizing 


“If you want some peace and rest, cut your ties with ani- 
mal tests!” A cacophony of chants echoes through the office 
corridors of Skanska USA as animal activists storm in with 
bullhorns, banners, and an airborne barrage of leaflets. The 
words “NO NEW ANIMAL LAB” make the concerted 
message of this unannounced visit. Skanska USA has been 
awarded the general contract to build a new underground 
animal lab for the University of Washington (UW). With- 
in days of this revelation, the grassroots animal liberation 
movement resolved to stop the lab at all costs, Success 
hinges on consistency, pressure, and the capacity of the 
movement to realize what it is capable of. 

We organize in desperate times. Although we fool our- 
selves with metrics such as vegan consumerism, profes- 
sionalized advocacy, and assimilation into a mainstream 
narrative, the status of nonhumans on this planet remains 
ever critical. Despite those whose branding and revenue 
depends on convincing us otherwise, animal liberation 
will never be bought and sold. What we see today is a 
movement in the wake of political repression, a movement 


by Amanda Schemkes and Justin Kay 


shifting towards growth-for-growth’s sake models of ad- 
vocacy, a movement that vegan-washes capitalism, and a 
movement mired in an insular and uncritical analysis of 
systemic oppression. What we see today is not our move- 
ment. Animal NGOs, with their assimilationist politics, 
million-dollar revenues, and branding campaigns, are not 
the heralds of animal liberation, no matter what they feed 
us. Our history has been forgotten. Our narrative has been 
stolen. The promise of the present movement will lie in our 
ability to retrace our history and reclaim our narrative. The 
question is: Can we take on the responsibility? 

The animal liberation movement used to measure suc- 
cess in terms of tangible progress in animals’ lives and 
substantive impacts on animal industries. This is a move- 
ment that has brought international corporations to their | 
knees, shut down economic markets, convinced animal 
exploiters to abandon their jobs, taken to the streets and 
the countryside, liberated countless animals, and demon- 
strated a reverence for liberation—for open and empty 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 


TARGETED HOAXES continued 
its high-profile stature involved. But 
POM was still funding experiments. 
And then it happened: the Ani- 
mal Rights Militia (ARM) claimed 
to have contaminated nearly 500 
bottles of POM Wonderful’s  fa- 
mous pomegranate juice at Whole 
Foods stores across the Eastern sea- 
board. The supermarket chain pulled 
all POM products from its shelves, 
and announced that if POM didn't 
cease its animal testing by a certain 
impending date, they would no lon- 
ger sell their products. The next day, 
POM Wonderful announced that 
they would cease funding all cur- 
rent and future animal testing. In 
a hilarious bit of irony, this procla- 
mation came just days after POM’s 
owner told demonstrators outside 
his Beverly Hills home that the com- 
pany wouldn't cease its support of 


vivisection even if we were to “protest 
him for a thousand years!” 

This perfectly displays how ef- 
fective a multi-pronged approach 
can be. It was a triple-threat of local 
grassroots organizing, support from 
a monolithic national group, and 
underground action. Turns out the 
ARM's announcement of juice-tam- 
pering was a hoax—but it worked. 
Without a doubt, it would’ve taken 
us a lot longer to win that battle were 
it not for ARM’s communiqué. In- 
stead, we were able to immediately 
move on to a new targeted campaign 
against animal testing. 

Imagine the possibilities. Just imag- 
ine—and then proceed accordingly! 

*Note: As a writer, I offer these 
suggestions solely for literary purpos- 
es. I do not condone or encourage il- 


legal activity, even though our planet 


and all her inhabitants are in dire per- 
il, even though industrial civilization 
is causing a mass extinction of plants 
and animals, with up to 200 species a 
day going extinct. Some things—like 
laws—are simply more important 
than life, and its continuance! K 


Jan Smitowicz is a 30-year-old vegan, 
prison survivor, longtime activist-writer, 
and proud father of an adorable five- 
year-old vasectomy. He believes fiction 
still has the power to change lives, and 
change the world. He lives with the 
awe-inspiring redwoods in Humboldt 
County, CA. His debut novel, Orange 
Rain,—a militant revenge-on-Monsanto 
story brimming with dark humor, myr- 
iad social justice issues, and devastating 
consequences for numerous oppressors— 
is available in print and e-book via his 
website, JANSMITOWICZ.COM 
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cages, left to rust. But while our movement once made its 
powerful presence known loudly through bullhorns and 
quietly through broken locks, much of the fiery energy 
has dimmed in recent years under the simultaneous pres- 
sures of state repression and “professional” activism. 

Our efficacy has been the product of critical strategies, 
diverse tactics, consistent pressure, and a radical analysis 
. of animal industries. We can—and must—build on this 
framework again. With this in mind, we started the No 
New Animal Lab campaign. 

The animal lab contract between Skanska and the Uni- 
versity of Washington has awoken the sleeping giant that 
is the animal liberation movement. If built, this lab would 
allow the UW to expand the number of animals that it tor- 
tures and kills by thousands. The grassroots movement can 
ensure that the lab will never be built—not one brick laid. 
Such sentiment has not only motivated animal activists 
across the US, it has stimulated the rebuilding of grassroots 
networks. Only weeks into the campaign, in December 
2014, activists in nine cities participated in a National Day 
of Action at Skanska offices across the country—and the 
pressure only mounted from there. 

In February 2015, when the Storm Skanska Week of 
Action took place, Skanska showed that they were feeling 
the heat. Activists in thirteen cities across the US engaged in 
office protests, disruptions, home demonstrations, and ac- 
tion trainings, and Skanska responded by locking and clos- 
ing offices, disabling elevators from stopping on their office 
floors, installing new security devices at homes and offices, 
and calling on cops in riot gear to monitor protests. Activists 
in Sweden visited Skanska’s global headquarters where they 
had a meeting about the campaign with Skanska Vice CEO 
Patrik Larsson and the head of PR Edvard Lind. The week 
of action brought the campaign up to a new level, and that 
momentum will continue forward with even more pressure 
against Skanska and the UW as the grassroots movement 
grows in its resistance to the building of the lab. 


. 


_ Protest outside of Skanska 
~. corporate office in Los Angeles, 
-. February 2015 


Any critical reading of animal liberation history vin- 
dicates these strategies and tactics. The No New Animal 
Lab campaign is inspired by this history of grassroots an- 
imal liberation, in which sustained pressure campaigns 
have proven effective against animal industries. No New 
Animal Lab follows this arc, perfected by campaigns 
such as Consort Kennels, Save the Hillgrove Cats, Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, and Stop Primate Experi- 
mentation at Cambridge. They shared common denom- 
inators—decisive relationships between pressure points, 
power, influence, degrees of investment, market dynam- 
ics, and systematic bottlenecks. They built upon a “peo- 
ple’s movement” model of animal liberation—one that 
funneled mass participation into effective strategy. 

The No New Animal Lab campaign is cut from this 
same cloth. Skanska USA is one of the biggest construc- 
tion companies in the world and worth billions of dol- 
lars; their contract with the UW means little to them. 
Additionally, Skanska has pulled out of other contracts— 
contracts far more profitable than the one with the 
UW-—when the company has faced controversy. They 
have many offices and executives throughout the country, 
all of them potential pressure points for a new network of 
animal liberation advocates. Skanska tried to keep their 
involvement with the UW lab a secret, but we've exposed 
it. Now that you know they are planning to build a lab 
in which thousands of animals are going to be killed, you 
must decide what you're going to do about it. 

It’s time to make history once again in the animal lib- 
eration movement. We can stop the construction of this 
lab and show that we are still a force powerful enough to 
bring a corporation to its knees. Are you in? 

Visit NONEWANIMALLAB.COMR 


Amanda Schemkes and Justin Kay are organizers of the No 
New Animal Lab campaign. Get in touch with them at 
INFO @NONEWANIMALLAB. COM. 
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“DIRECT ACTION FOR CAMBODIA'S WILD 


article and photographs by Kat Eng 


KOH KONG, CAMBODIA—On the dusty side of where the 
Kaoh Pao River meets the sea is the unassuming Seta Ice 
Cream Restaurant—impromptu office for Mother Na- 
ture Cambodia. 

Over the past two years, this grassroots direct action 
group has been working in solidarity with indigenous 
Chong people to defend Areng Valley from the Cheay 
Areng Dam project being proposed by Sinohydro, a Chi- 
nese-backed construction group. 

Sinohydro is disregarding results from previous feasi- 
bility studies, ignoring concerns about displacing 1,500 
people and inundating vital habitat for many vulnerable 
and endangered species (such as the Siamese Crocodile) 
for an ill-conceived project with low economic potential. 

Cambodia has seen horrific environmental and hu- 
man rights abuses under the greenwashed expansion of 
hydropower by the current dictatorial regime. Hydro- 
power companies operating under the guise of “develop- 
ment” evict people from their homes while paving the 
way for the extraction of timber and mineral resources. 
Already home to six Chinese-funded dams, Koh Kong is 


well on its way to becoming what Prime Minister Hun 


Sen has called “Cambodia's battery province.” 

Resistance to the Cheay Areng dam has been fierce, 
and its potential is scaring those in power. So much so 
that this February, Hun Sen threatened to deploy brand- 
new BM-12 rocket launchers if local resistance continues 
to escalate. Knowing they have everything to lose, com- 
munities are risking their lives to stand up for their land. 


BUILDING BRIDGES 

To say the way into the Areng Valley is difficult would be 
a serious understatement. It’s a nearly unnavigable mud- 
slide during the rainy season and when dry is home to 
massive chasms. Though villagers have asked the govern- 
ment to build a proper road for years, intensive construc- 
tion of adequate bridges and culverts only began in 2014. 
While these projects will certainly make life and travel 
easier for locals, they will also lead predatory developers 
right to their homes. 

Mutilated by the construction, this road remains the 
only way into the Areng.and has become a regular com- 
mute for Mother Nature activists, some of whom now 
spend more time inside the valley than out. “The very 
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first thing, we came here to build a close relationship with 
the local people. We love them as though we are their 
children,” said Lim Kimsou, nicknamed “GiGi,” a youth 
activist from Phnom Penh. 

Somnang, a Koh Kong logger-turned-activist who 
cofounded Mother Nature, says the core of their work 
is hands-on education through networking. “We teach 
them about human rights and organize trips to hydro- 
power resettlement areas, like the Da Nuon commune, 
to see how they forced the people from their homes and 
fields to [poorly] built houses on land that was not good 
for farming, and without water. The people there did not 
receive compensation. The people from Areng could see 
that they cannot trust the companies.” 


THE FAMILY THAT BLOCKADES TOGETHER 

STAYS TOGETHER 

When Sinohydro developers arrived in March 2014 to 
“conduct studies” with heavy machinery, Mother Nature 
and the Areng community mobilized a blockade. They held 
the road with banners, ejected the workers from the valley, 
and defended the area for the next six months. Almost a 
year later, Sinohydro’s studies are yet to be conducted. 

“We would let local people through, but no one from 
Sinohydro,” Somnang recalls. “We lived in tents, in ham- 
mocks, It was during the rainy season. At night it was 
windy and raining a lot, and our tents broke, so we stayed 
in wet hammocks close by the fire. Sinohydro and other 
Khmer construction companies tried another four or five 
times to enter the Areng, but we blocked them.” 

Police finally disbanded the camp in September 2014 
and briefly detained eleven activists, including Alejandro 
Gonzalez-Davidson (Alex), Mother Nature’s cofounder 
and sole foreign member who has become somewhat of a 
celebrity. Because of his presence, the officers were oddly 
cautious about the arrests, and the activists were released 
in a matter of hours and fed a feast that had been or- 
dered before the crackdown. They returned to the Areng 
community the very next day. Alex’s involvement has 


brought much needed attention and support to the re- 
sistance—but his position as a figurehead in the media 
spotlight has also undermined indigenous voices. 
Mother Nature has been working to form an ac- 
tion-based solidarity network amongst communities all 
across Koh Kong. It started with simple communication 
infrastructure—hand radios and satellite phones which 
helped communities coordinate during times of crisis. 
Their work is expanding to campaigns against sand dredg- 
ing, land grabbing, and the clearing of mangrove forests as 
they find ways to connect and strengthen communities. 
To build confidence in communities facing land grabs, 
Mother Nature has brought members of the Areng Val- 
ley women’s group to share their experiences defending 
their rights. While the current social dynamic of Moth- 
er Nature is comprised of all male-identifying folks and 
the women’s group is even being led by a male, there has 
recently been more emphasis placed on addressing this 
imbalance. Such efforts to create a more inclusive and di- 
verse space include hosting an upcoming camping event 
in the Areng that shall be open for women from all across 
Cambodia to share about their fights for the land. 


“LIKE” OR DEATH 
Southeast Asia has earned a bloody reputation for extra- 
judicial executions of environmental activists. According 
to a report by international whistleblower organization 
Global Witness, thirteen land and environmental de- 
fenders have been killed in Cambodia within the last ten 
years. The outright murder of Prey Lang anti-logging ac- 
tivist Chut Wutty by military police in 2012 took place 
despite the presence of two Cambodia Daily journalists. 
What has prevented authorities from just taking the 
Areng Valley activists out along the long empty road and 
shooting them? Mother Nature thinks the ruling party fears 
the fallout from angering their supporters—especially their 
massive Facebook following. The average video posted by 
Mother Nature Cambodia receives somewhere between five 
and fifty thousand likes, and more than twice as many views. 
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Alex’s direct criticisms of the government have not 
gone unnoticed by the head honchos in Phnom Penh; 
Mother Nature has garnered public support from oppo- 
sition party leaders Sam Rainsy and Mu Sochua, as well 


as personal threats from Prime Minister Hun Sen. This , 


February, Alex’s regular visa extension was denied for the 
first time in twelve years. He was forcibly deported from 
the country shortly after. 

If the government hoped to quash dissent, they were too 
late. While thousands responded by rallying online support 
for Alex, others called for Khmer people to stand up for 
themselves. Youth activist Seat Lykheang posted: “The spirit 
of trees and wild animals who have been destroyed by illegal 
activities and corrupted people is now back for justice. The 
mind of people becomes clearer, the heart is stronger, the 
action grows bigger; it’s an unstoppable movement and they 
fight until the darkness gets to zero. Join Cambodia forest 
vision and declare your citizenship of Earth.” 

The conversation about conservation has moved from 
air-conditioned NGO offices into everyday dialogue. 
Youth from all over the country are joining blockades, 
producing radio shows, filming documentaries, and 
crawling around Phnom Penh giving speeches dressed as 
crocodiles. This is the beginning of Cambodia's popular 


environmental movement. 


POWER STRUGGLES ; 

Of course the NGOs are present in this fight, with plans 
for “empowerment” and “capacity-building trainings.” 
There is a tendency for communities to over-rely on 
these toothless groups as they organize multistakeholder 
“workshops” to satisfy donors and shake hands with the 
authorities behind the communities’ backs. “It’s like if a 
thief came into your house to steal your gold,” says Alex. 
“These groups would calm them down and say “Okay, 
you can have half.’ But that’s not a solution.” 

Local authorities cringe when Mother Nature actiy- 
ists show up in their communities, and often send police 
to threaten them for not working through the district 
heads. “We don’t like to work with the authority because 
we work as a movement to protest against the govern- 
ment. We do not make friends with them. They are not 
the authority. They do not respect their own laws,” says 
Mala, who acts as Mother Nature's Koh Kong network 
coordinator. “They are just gangsters.” 

This lawlessness fails to solidify officers’ identities as ser- 
vants of the state. Rather than operating under some moral 
imperative, their loyalty is to the dollar. Accordingly, within 
communities, there is no pretense that police serve the peo- 
ple. Somnang laughs, “In Cambodia, money is our law.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 39 
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Top: Khmer-English-Chinese banners from the 
blockades now adorn houses throughout the 
Areng Valley. 

Middle: Somnang drinks pristine river water 
while leading a trek. 

Bottom: The reservoir created by the Cheay 
Areng Dam would flood the habitat of 31 
endangered fauna species. 

Page 17: Low-paid construction workers live 
out of their machines while renovating the 
Areng Valley road. 
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spectrum of Spectrums 


by Rhizome Consulting Project 


This “Spectrum of Spectrums,” created by the Rhizome 
Consulting Project, is a tool for understanding privilege 
and oppression. The chart is a visual depiction of some 
of the power dynamics that affect our daily lives and the 
environment we live in. It includes social categories that 


our culture uses to define individuals, and indicators of 


the groups who either gain power and privilege from, or 
are oppressed by, the prejudices tied to these categories. 
It is counterproductive to fight one form of oppres- 
sion while perpetuating others. Communities of color 
having more limited access to food and higher exposure 
to industrial chemicals and pollution is a result of urban 
environmental racism—a product of racism, colonialism, 


and classism. The objectification of the earth and all liv- 


ing systems is intimately tied to the objectification of 


women, and is fueled by patriarchy and sexism. Destruc- 
tion of the environment does not exist in a vacuum; it is 
connected to, overlaps with, and is a result of all other 
forms of oppression. 

This chart is a helpful guide for understanding where 


our privilege comes from, and how we fit into the web of 


oppression, so that we can be stronger allies and more ef- 
fective warriors in the fight for environmental and social 
justice. To win the war against ecocide, we need a diverse 
team fighting, with a spectrum of experiences, perspec- 


tives, backgrounds, and sources of power. 
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By NO MEAN, DOES IT MEAN COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE AREN'T SHIFTING THESE NARRATIVES AND RECLAIMING POWER EVERYDAY! 


Everyone will be able to identify sources of power, 
privilege, and oppression in this spectrum. But the radical 
environmental movement is largely privileged, with a 
disproportionate number of white, male organizers coming 
from middle-class backgrounds. If you find yourself 
among the power groups of many of the social categories 
on this chart, ask yourself how you can be a better ally to 
those with less privilege; how you can use your privilege 
to actively engage in solidarity with targeted groups; how 


you can create safer spaces for those with less privilege; and 
how you, as an individual and organizer, can better work 
to fight oppression in the struggle for earth liberation.X 
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WHAT IS RHIZOME CONSULTING 
PROJECT? 


Rhizome Consulting Project is a facilitation and training 
collaborative project between Lisa Marie Alatorre 
and Shreya Shah rooted in shared political and social 
values to support the development of organizations and 
networks building sustainable social change from the 
ground up. As experienced educators and facilitators, 
we are committed to sharing skills and trainings with 

a trauma-informed, lovingly challenging, and direct 
education approach to help strengthen organizations, 
coalitions, collectives, schools and universities, and 
community groups. 


Find out more about the Rhizome Consulting Project at 
RHIZOMECONSULTING. WORDPRESS.COM 
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Against Biotech: 
Against Development; 
Against Urban Sprawl 


—FOR THE GOPHER 


TORTOISE 


by Bailey 
Cohabiting with slash pine and cabbage palms here in 
the swamp-laden Southeast roams the Gopherus polyphemus, 
or Gopher tortoise. This creature is recognized as the official 
“state reptile” of both Georgia and Florida—though most of its 
remaining population is concentrated in Florida due to human 
predation further north and westward. However, when taking 
a closer look at the development and conservation politics of 
these southern states, it seems that their policies conflict with 
their apparent commemoration of the only species of tortoise 
remaining in the eastern portion of the country. 

These herbivorous scavengers, who graciously share their 
burrows with 360 other species, are considered threatened un- 
der the federal Endangered Species Act in the western portion 
of the so-called United States, and are steadily declining with 
each encroaching year and slab of freshly laid concrete. Despite 
such blatant decline, the Gopher tortoise has still not been 
federally declared threatened in their eastern range—though 
the status would easily be justified through properly funded 
research. 

The decline of Gopher tortoise populations has a drastic 
effect on their surroundings, as the species plays a key part in 
the ecological web. Aside from constructing safe spaces for oth- 
er species, the tortoise also plays a vital role in habitat main- 
tenance. For example, when the tortoises feed on low-lying 
greens, their selection of leaf consumption actually prunes the 
plants, revitalizing them and providing them energy to create 
new shoots. 

In Florida, prior to late 2007, developers weren't required 
to create any type of relocation plan and no responsible per- 
mitting process existed to regulate building on tortoise habitat. 
In fact, developers only needed Incidental Take Permits, which 
allowed them to bulldoze tortoise burrows without regard for 
the animals’ well-being. This immoral practice was finally ad- 
dressed, and in 2009 three permits were introduced requiring 
that the industrialists relocate the tortoises to either an on- or 
off-site location. Furthermore, if the tortoises are relocated to 
an off-site location, it must be a certified recipient site by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission. 

While these relocation plans are definitely more humane 
than Incidental Take Permits, people fail to recognize that 
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relocation can further impede on tortoise survival by increasing 
stress and making the tortoises more vulnerable to respiratory 
disease. Such a stressful transition is also known to discour- 
age breeding behavior, putting the population at further risk 
of decline. 

Relocated tortoises are rarely interested in staying at their 
new site, and many are killed crossing roads as they attempt 
to navigate back to their original range. In Florida, temporary 
enclosures are required to increase the site fidelity of relocated 
tortoises. However, this has done little to help the process. Cur- 
rent estimates of human predation and road mortality alone 
are at levels that could offset any annual addition to the popu- 
lation. At a time when their safety is already at risk, it is foolish 
to force these animals to adapt elsewhere. 

This dangerous relocation is currently taking place in south- 
eastern Florida. The Briger Forest, 681 acres of Pine Flatwoods, 
Palmetto Scrub, and Florida Wetlands, is one of the largest 
swaths of unprotected forest in the region, and wildlife survey 
teams have cited over 80 Gopher tortoise burrows in just one 
approximately 200-acre section of the forest—less than one- 
third the size of the total area slated for destruction. Yet this 
habitat is currently being leveled by bulldozers to make way for 
a series of townhomes, a shopping center, and.a biotechnology 
facility that will include animal testing laboratories. 

Everglades Earth First! (EEF!) has been engaged in this 
fight for the better part of a decade. Though the process of 
destruction is underway, the majority of the forest can still be 
saved from the industrialist coup. EEF! is attempting to halt 
the eco-terrorists responsible—Kolter Group and The Scripps 
Research Institute—with protests, petitions, treesits, office oc- 
cupations, road blockades, and legal challenges. Despite the 
potential illegality of the destruction of such crucial habitat, 
the land is still being cleared—for now. 

The Gopher tortoise provides haven and maintenance for 
many species; they are ecosystem-enhancers and vital to their 
environment. This complex creature, who can live over 60 
years, deserves just as much of a chance to imagine, exist, live, 
and love as we do. To find out more about the Gopher tortoise, 
and the campaign to save the Briger, check out SCRAPSCRIPPS. 
INFO and EVERGLADESEARTHFIRST.NET. 


As the climate crisis worsens, and industrial capitalism 
appears to be in the final stages of guaranteeing a hostile 
Earth for millennia to come—for our species and many 
others—clear distinctions have emerged between decen- 
tralized, grassroots, “radical” efforts to address this crisis 
and those of the more politically mainstream and bet- 
ter-funded nonprofits. To some extent these distinctions 
reflect how broad ideological divergences translate into 
specific tactical divergences, and have thus been mirrored 
in social and ecological struggles of the past. However, cer- 
tain aspects of the current situation are unique. It is worth 
noting these unique differences and assessing their impli- 
cations—and any unstated assumptions that may underlie 
them— in an effort to ensure we're all making the very best 
use of our time during the Earth's Sixth Great Extinction, 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Succinctly: environmental nonprofits pressure policy- 
makers, while radical organizers more typically focus on 
directly confronting fossil fuel extraction and infrastruc- 
ture projects. . 

There is no particular reason these efforts can't be com- 
plementary, nor do the respective sectors truly adhere to 
any rigid binary: the grassroots also pressure public offi- 
cials, and nonprofits do fight individual projects. For that 
matter, the distinction between “radical” and “mainstream” 
climate organizing is not always perfectly clear. But this 
broad characterization is true in a great number of cases. 

A recent example of this was the People’s Climate 
March in New York City, where hundreds of thousands 
of people were mobilized by 350.org 
and others to demand action from 
world leaders gathered for UN climate 
talks—thinking that said leaders would 
act if they understood the magnitude 
of our current crisis, or at least how 
angry people are about it. The march 
was criticized by many grassroots orga- 
nizers as a performance for an empty 
room, an expenditure of resources that 
would have been better spent in direct 
confrontations with the forces that are 
destroying our world—the assumption 
being that policymakers are already well apprised of the 
magnitude of our current crisis, and don’t particularly care. 

At the root of this debate are fundamental and some- 
times unspoken differences in values. Direct action is 
often seen as a form of struggle in which our right to 
a liveable world is asserted, rather than requested of the 
existing political system, and thus is ultimately a venue 
for dismantling the prevailing institutions engaged in 
ecocide. The “professional” environmental sector, on the 
other hand, sees the acute physical and temporal parame- 
ters involved in the climate crisis and scrambles to find a 
mechanism as hastily as possible to address it, not fight- 
ing for broader, systematic change. 

In a sense, everyone's right. By appealing to the powers 
that be, the Big Greens have sold their souls to a system 
anyone possessing a shred of sense can see is inherently 
destructive. Likewise, with even fewer tangible achieve- 
ments than the Big Greens, the more radical elements of 
this fight are poorly positioned to deflect the critique that 
they are dreamers. 

This writing is not about these broad ideological, and 
subsequent tactical, differences per se. Rather, it is about 
what is missing—what could occupy the spaces where 
these disjunctions currently exist. 


_ Effective policies 
are ones that directly 
keep fossil fuels in 
the ground. Anything 
else has a tremen- 
dous risk of not re- 
ducing emissions. 


Fierce resistance to fossil fuels is occurring through- 
out North America. Long-term blockades of pipelines 
and extraction projects by indigenous land defenders, 
such as the Unist’ot'en and the Elsipogtog, have si- 
multaneously thwarted violations of native sovereignty 
while keeping carbon in the ground. Utah Tar Sands 
Resistance is impeding the progress of tar sands and 
shale extraction on the Colorado Plateau. Rising Tide 
collectives in Oregon and Washington are blockading 
oil trains. The Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands is 
obstructing pipeline construction. Tar Sands Blockade 
and Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance fought a pitched 
battle against the southern portion of the Keystone XL 
pipeline, and Lakota land defenders have vowed death 
or prison before letting the northern 
section be constructed. The list goes 
on. 

Not only does this work matter 
for its immediate effects, for any de- 
ay in the production of fossil fuels it 
causes, and for any financial or logis- 
tical difficulties it creates for climate 
killers, but also because it always 
contains the possibility, no matter 
how hopeless it might seem on any 
given day, of planting the seeds of 
some larger uprising—a resistance 
capable of shutting down the fossil fuel economy on 
its own. Furthermore, although not largely discussed, 
direct action against fossil fuels also matters because it 
provides a context in which to articulate far more clear 
and effective policy demands than exist at present. 

At the beginning of Obama’ presidency, some measure 
of unity and clarity on broad climate policy existed within 
the professional environmental sector, but essentially van- 
ished somewhere around 2009 or 2010—with the defeat 
of federal cap and trade legislation and the deterioration of 
the UN talks in Copenhagen—into an appalling display 
of small-minded, amoral pettiness. Since then, Big Greens’ 
messaging has shifted from advocating specific actions on 
climate to advocating “action” in general. 

However, even when they do articulate something 
specific enough to be reasonably described as a “plan,” 
the strategies “professional” environmentalists tend to 
favor are highly problematic on any number of levels. 
For instance, there are ways in which ostensible solu- 
tions reinforce systematic injustice and ecocide, such 
as cap and trade's creation of a whole new commodity 
market to further enrich those who are already profiting 
from climate chaos. But their most fundamental draw- 
back is their sheer ineffectiveness. 


US President Obama and Russian Prime Minister Medvedev meeting in Copenhagen to pretend 
like they might possibly do anything to halt the rampant ecocide of the economies they control. 


Where the political will exists for carbon taxes, cap and 
trade, renewable energy subsidies, and other darlings of the 
mainstream climate solutions paradigm, their capacity to 
actually reduce emissions appears speculative at best. Since 
Norway instituted its carbon tax in 1991, per capita emis- 
sions have risen by 15%. For all its agonizing economic 
minutia, California’s much-vaunted climate plan is terribly 
vague on how it will actually achieve its targets. Europe's 
carbon trading scheme has been an overt disaster. 

The direct action sector, however, has known all 
along that addressing climate change isn’t nearly as com- 
plicated as policymakers—generating page after page of 
unreadable documents describing “emissions limits per 
megawatt hour of electricity generated by new coal-fired 
EGUs,” or “flexible performance standards designed to 
accelerate the availability and diversity of low-carbon 
fuels”—have convinced themselves it is. It’s actually ter- 
ribly simple. 

The trick, you see, is to stop extracting, transporting, 
refining, and burning fossil fuels. 


Really. There's nothing more to it than that. What 
happens after that is of tremendous importance. ‘There 
would be the potential, in this massive restructuring of 
society, to address many of our culture’s other insidious 
aspects. Let’s not forget that climate change is simply 
delivering, in a cohesive package and at a slightly accel- 
erated timescale, the systemic ecological collapse, mass 
extinction, and unspeakable human suffering that indus- 
trial civilization has always been achieving through other 
means. But as far as fighting climate change itself, cutting 
it out with burning fossil fuels is all it would really take. 

Policymakers systematically fail—or pretend to fail— 
to discern this simple fact. When they talk about fight- 
ing climate change they actually don’t; they talk instead 
about various ways in which society could adapt to a 
world without fossil fuels. The only climate policies with 
any reasonable certainty of effectiveness are not ones that 
attempt complicated and speculative manipulations of 
the economy, nor are they predicated upon technological 
and social adaptations to a post-carbon world. Effective 
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What comes next isn’t 
the point. The point is that 
the fossil fuel economy 
is inimical to life on Earth 
and must be immediately 
decommissioned. It’s a 
simple, singular truth, 
whereas the paths our 
species can take after the 
age of carbon are infinite 
and complex. 


policies are ones that directly keep fossil fuels in the ground. Any- 
thing else has a tremendous risk of not reducing emissions. 

But “anything else” is all the current dialogue consists of: the 
promotion of new technologies, new energy sources, changes in 
the building code. And, by and large, professional environmental- 
ists—the ones who, unlike the direct action sector, routinely discuss 
things like state, federal, and international policy—speak this same 
meaningless language. Because it occupies precisely the nexus where 
policy would actually matter—the sites of fossil fuel extraction and 
the infrastructure of transport and refinement—the direct action 
sector is uniquely poised to offer a powerful, clear framework for 
addressing the climate crisis. 

This requires going beyond opposition to a particular mine, or 
pipeline, or export terminal, and beyond generalities about phas- 
ing out fossil fuels. It would involve articulating a vision that is 
broad enough to be comprehensive, but detailed enough to be ac- 
tionable. It would be quantitative and would name names, identi- 
fying the rates at which fossil fuel extraction would be phased out 
in specific regions, specifying the dates by which various power 
plants and other industrial infrastructure would be decommis- 
sioned. There would be charts. Maps, even. 

Let's say it together: Powder River Basin coal mining is to de- 
cline by 10% of its initial value per month for ten months; off- 
shore drilling in the Gulf Coast will cease immediately; Chevron’s 
oil refinery in Richmond, California, will be allowed to operate for 
eighteen months, with all profits being allocated to San Francisco 
Bay wetlands restoration to buffer the effects of rising seas, and 
distributed among Richmond’s low-income residents... If you're 
thinking to yourself right now that it’s ludicrous to let Chevron 
keep poisoning Richmond eight months after Arch Coal ceases 
to despoil the grasslands of Wyoming, that’s great. Time to start 
working on your own framework. Try it—it’s fun! 

And every time someone responds with a question about what 
will come next, we get to reinforce the central tenet that everyone 
from the UN to the Sierra Club pretends to miss—what comes 
next isn’t the point. The point is that the fossil fuel economy is in- 
imical to life on Earth and must be immediately decommissioned. 
It’s a simple, singular truth, whereas the paths our species can take 
after the age of carbon are infinite and complex. 

In the past 50,000 years, humans have spread from Africa into 
the far reaches of the globe, navigating open oceans in canoes to 
populate remote islands, living in Siberia at the height of the last 
Ice Age, traversing the edges of glaciers to venture into the Ameri- 
cas, and innovating an incredible array of adaptations to changing 
landscapes along the way. We can certainly adapt to life without 


something we didn't have—fossil fuels—until the last few centuries. 


But we can't adapt to life with them. And refusing to acknowledge 
this truth until the details of our adaptations are worked out is like 
refusing to run from a burning house until you've rented a new one. 

If one were to seek out a precedent for something of this na- 
ture—a formal, comprehensive policy far outside the bounds of 
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politically acceptable discourse—one could do far worse 
than to examine the Earth First! wilderness proposals of 
the 1980s. Like ourselves, the Earth First! of yore had 
visions of a world fundamentally and truly free, a world 
where the dominating force of civilization had been abol- 
ished, a world consisting exclusively of wilderness. Unlike 
ourselves, however, the Earth First! of yore was also will- 
ing to advocate broad, but detailed policies that were in- 
termediate points between this wild and boundless vision 
and the nightmare we currently occupy. Through the ’90s 
and into the 2000s, ecological direct action collectives, 
while fundamentally framing our struggle as one against 
the entire political and economic system which values 
profit over life, also advocated for actual pieces of legis- 
lation, like the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act and the National Forest Protection and Restoration 
Act, the latter of which would have ended all commercial 
timber sales on National Forests. 

Our anarchistically-inclined movement has increas- 
ingly come to avoid talking about anything broad enough 
to be construed as “policy.” We prefer instead to talk ex- 
clusively about local efforts to fight specific mines, pipe- 
lines, and rail terminals—efforts which we can overtly 
frame as assertions of people power against the dominant 
political and economic system. 

Even if we regard policy as a potentially useful tool, 
admitting to ourselves that total revolution may not be 
directly around the corner, we avoid talking about it, 
considering that to be someone else’s job. But if it’s some- 
one else’s job, they're not doing it. The groups that center 
their efforts on policy changes are not actually advocating 
for meaningful ones. They don’t even seem to know the 
terms in which they could describe a meaningful policy. 
They've bought into the dialogue about solar panels and 
carbon taxes. 

We don't have to appeal to policymakers to affect them. 
Our broad, detailed vision doesn’t have to be a piece of 
legislation we're trying to get introduced into Congress. It 
can simply be our plan, and we can announce that we're 
going to fight like hell with people power to put it into 
place. By having something more comprehensive to voice 
than opposition to a specific project, or to fossil fuels in 
general, we have the opportunity to not just shift the di- 
alogue, but to replace it altogether. 

Think again of the Earth First! wilderness visions 
from back in the day. These were models of audacity, 
maps of giant reserves that outraged industry and em- 
barrassed the “voices of reason” within the environmen- 
tal movement. But they were also biological necessities. 
The reasonable debate over public lands management 
involved extinction for numerous species. Over the 


course of the years, increasingly “politically unrealistic” 
tracts of land received protections. By the end of Clin- 
ton’s presidency, when he signed his Executive Order 
prohibiting roads in the vast majority of the remaining 
National Forest roadless areas, the open season on old- 
growth and wildlands that was deemed a political inevi- 
tability in the 1980s was largely over. 

These victories would have been far more difficult or 
impossible without the direct action movement. But we 
didn’t help win them by asking for them. We helped win 
them by declaring the laws that allowed for the destruc- 
tion of living systems invalid, by declaring the destruc- 
tion of public old-growth and wildlands to be over. 

The fossil fuel resistance is doing a good job of framing 
our struggle as one in which we simply assert our right, 
and the right of all life, to continue to exist, rather than 
asking for this right from those who are robbing us of it. 
But we could be doing a lot better at the part where we 
actually have a clearly articulated, actionable alternative 
to the status quo. 

This fight clearly will not be won by appealing to the 
existing political system on its own terms, by lobbying or 
convincing policymakers the crisis is dire. It will not be 
won by these “mass movements” everyone keeps talking 
about needing to build, if they don’t have anything to do 
other than march in New York every once in awhile. That 
mass movement already exists. Nor will it be won by iso- 
lated direct action collectives occasionally striking blows 
to the fossil fuel economy. 

This fight looks dire from anywhere you look, no 
doubt, but the place it looks the most hopeful is precisely 
in the unoccupied territory between the Big Greens and 
ourselves. If we can cultivate a mass movement that is no 
longer asking for an end to global catastrophe, but forc- 
ing one—a mass movement engaged not in marches but 
in constant economic disruption—and if that economic 
disruption occurs in a framework of action that is clear, 
detailed, and broad—a framework that could translate 
into policy—we may possess a shred of hope yet. 

If we loathe speaking in terms that sound similar to 
those of federal laws and international treaties, this ap- 
proach might make us a little uncomfortable. But with 
shellfish crumbling, coral reefs dying, wolverine dens 
melting, and forests burning—with all of life at stake—we 
should be willing to feel more than a little uncomfortable. 

This is a holy war if there ever was one. We should be 
willing to do virtually anything to win it-K 


The Hard Rain Collective is a fledgling effort devoted to 
strategic and tactical analysis of radical resistance to cli- 
mate change. 


EarTH First! JOURNAL |27] Eostar 2015 


Editor’s note: In the spirit of “Untrodden Ground is 
Fertile Ground,” we thought it would be nice to reprint 
an example of an old Earth First! Wilderness proposal 
to revive some lost or forgotten generational knowledge 
in our movement. The original article has been slightly 


condensed for length. 


icy wind roars across the crest of the Lemhi Range. 
Barely warm inside my sleeping bag and careful- 
ly curled up among the lichen-covered rocks at 
11,000 feet, I reach into the cold, thirsty dawn 
and grab for my water bottle: It is frozen solid. | 
sit up, grab my camera—carefully placed the night 
before next to my now-useless water bottle—and 
begin shooting 360 degrees of mountains, clouds 
and sky, without moving from my tiny sanctu- 
ary of polarguard warmth. Hands finally frozen, 
I set my camera down, and as the early September 
sun rises above the Beaverhead range to the east, 
drenching these Lemhis in yellow and amber cur- 
tains of light, my waking brain begins to absorb 
this incomprehensibly awesome panorama of Ida- 
ho—the wilderness state. 

Idaho's national forests constitute the largest 
complex of wild country in the lower 48 states. Jn 
addition to 3,868,259 acres of designated wilder- 
ness such as the River of No Return (at 2,237,000 
acres, the largest Wilderness in the lower 48 states), 


IDAHO: 


WILDERNESS 


by Howie Wolke 


February 2, 1984, from 
Earth First! Journal Vol. IV, 
No. III, Brigid Edition 


Selway-Bitterroot, Sawtooth, Gospel-Hump and 
Hell’s Canyon, Idaho has over 8 million acres of un- 
protected defacto wilderness in its national forests— 
by far more than any state outside of Alaska. 

If the US Forest Service, the Idaho'Congressio- 
nal Delegation, and loggers and miners have their 
way, much of this wilderness will be lost during the 
next decade. Here is where conservationists must 
make a final and uncompromising stand in de- 
fense of ecological diversity. Idaho is a microcosm 
of the national forest system: here is both a history 
of abuse and stewardship; here is everything that is 
wrong with the way our society treats the Earth; and 
here is everything that is right with the concept of 
public lands. 

I crawl out of my bedroll and into the gale, 
frantically dress, drop some angular, frost-blasted, 
metamorphic rocks on my bag and ground cloth, 
and find a warm, sheltered, sun-drenched perch on 
the lee side of the ridge. Here, the subfreezing air is 
balmy in the intense morning ultraviolet, and my 
now-alert brain begins to carefully explore the end- 
less array of peaks, ridges, and valleys that surround 
me. To the southwest, rising as a rugged and stark 
wall above the arid Pahsimeroi Valley, is Borah Peak 
(Idaho's highest) and the Lost River Range. To the 
west soar the classically rugged peaks of the White 
Cloud, Sawtooth and Pioneer mountain ranges, and 
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The Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act has been introduced to Congress five times since 1993, 
most recently in 2011. The Sawtooth National Forest, which includes the Sawtooth Mountains, pictured 
above, is one of the areas that would receive increased federal protection under this legislation. 


to the northwest are the blue horizon ridges and canyons 
of the River of No Return country. Northward are the 
contorted peaks and jungles of the Selway-Bitterroot, and 
to the east is the Beaverhead Range—actually the south- 
ern part of the Bitterroots—stretching from Lost Trail 
Pass to the Italian Peaks. From true desert mountains 
to dank, temperate forests of cedar, hemlock, and white 
pine, Idaho's national forests encompass an international- 
ly significant block of magnificent Earth. The variety here 
is astounding. 

Early this fall, a coalition of conservation groups, in- 
cluding the Idaho Conservation League and the Sierra 
Club, called a news conference in Boise to announce 
their Wilderness plan for the state. Cowering before the 
thundering, Earth-rape rhetoric of Senator Jim McClure 
(chairman of the Senate Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources) who is planning to soon introduce a “wil- 
derness bill” for the state, the Idaho Wildlands Coalition 
presented a pitiful 2.9 million acre Wilderness proposal 
called “Alternative W.” Even with an additional million 
acres of proposed “further planning” area, this self-pro- 
claimed compromise proposal would open 4 million 
acres of wild country to the bulldozer and the chainsaw. 

Fortunately, Alternative W had already begun to lose 
credibility within the state. A delegation of Earth Firstlers, 
myself included, interrupted the coalition’s news confer- 
ence to denounce the compromise plan. Individual ICL 
meinbers were grumbling about their proposal, and some 
of them, being closet Earth Firstlers, had already begun 
to help EF! upgrade its draft Wilderness proposal for the 


state. The Idaho Wildlife Federation refused to endorse 
the Coalition proposal, and the American Wilderness Al- 
liance proposed a 6.5 million acre alternative. The Earth 
First! proposal would protect 8.5 million acres of new 
wilderness areas. 

The EF! proposal represents the careful refinement of 
our original 7.3 million acre proposal that we presented 
at the news conference in Boise. A number of areas were 
added after consultation with local conservationists who 
felt that our draft proposal was too moderate. Our pro- 
posal would protect virtually all of the state’s remaining 
national forest wildlands, and would encompass a few 
roaded and developed areas as well. Ours is the ONLY 
proposal that would really maintain and re-create Idaho's 
natural biological diversity. Here are a few examples: 


River oF No Return / Se.way-Birrerroot Comptex: 628,000 acres of 
RNR additions, 365,000 acres of additions to the S-B, and 
a 51,000 acre addition to the Gospel Hump (which is actu- 
ally contiguous to the RNR). All of this country is currently 
wild. We are also proposing that the rough and narrow Ma- 
grudor-Corridor Road (which the Forest Service constructed 
in 1963, thus splitting the huge central Idaho wilderness in 
two) be shut down so that these 2 great wilderness tracts can 
be re-united into one 5 million acre unit! Imagine the po- 
tential: semi-arid canyons and grasslands of the Salmon Riv- 
er country, towering peaks, entire watersheds intact; pine, 
spruce, fir and cedar forests; bighorn sheep, mountain goat, 
pronghorn, deer, elk, moose, wolves, grizzly, cougar, wolver- 
ine, fisher, martin, bald eagle, and Peregrine falcon—all in 
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one great Alaska-sized unit. Currently, mining and 
logging plans threaten important additions to the 
_ RNR, and the Freddies are planning over 20,000 
acres of timber sales in potential additions to the 
Selway-Bitterroot alone! 


Sawtooth Apoitions (525,000 acres): The Sawtooth 
Wilderness is largely rock and ice and includes al- 
most no foothill or montane zone ecosystems. Our 
final Sawtooth boundary will include lower eleva- 
tion areas and important wildlife habitat, as well as 
the popular subalpine and alpine zones. 


Lemui Rance (610,000 acres}: This proposal for an 
ecologically complete Wilderness would close 
down a few existing developments (logging/min- 
ing/ORV abuse) along the lower flanks of this 
spectacular range. Rising abruptly above the arid 
Lemhi, Lost River and Pahsimeroi valleys, this wil- 
derness changes from a semi-arid ecosystem in the 
south, with very little perennial water, to a land 
of snowfields, roaring streams, lakes and gigantic 
rock slopes in the north. A haven for wildlife, parts 
of the Lemhis have received little or no domestic 
grazing, and the area receives little recreational use 
since there are few trails, and the terrain is extreme- 
ly rugged. The very short growing season and the 
relative aridity make the Lemhis particularly frag- 
ile. The EF! proposal includes 12,000-foot peaks 
and sagebrush-grassland winter range. Alternative 
W proposes only 231,000 acres in two separate 
units. 
[0] 

During the next few years, the Forest Service 
is planning an extensive roadbuilding program 
in most of Idaho's (indeed, in most of the na- 
tion's) undesignated wilderness. Senator Mc- 
Clure’s anti-wilderness bill, which at the time of 
this writing has yet to be introduced, will likely 
release about 7/8’s of this defacto wilderness for 
development. For Earth First!, this is the begin- 
ning, not the end, of the battle to save Idaho, 
During the coming months and years, it is im- 
perative that we oppose and resist the destruc- 
- tion and defend the wilderness by any available 
means. At the same time, we must build grass- 
roots support for the 8.5 million acre EF! pro- 
posal, so that at some future date under a more 
enlightened Congress, a large part of it can be- 
come a reality. 


WILDERNESS RECOVERY AREAS 


The “wilderness recovery area” concept, recently advocated 
by Earth Firstlers as a means of attaining relatively com- 


plete protection for wildland ecosystems, is viewed by many 


conservationists as a radical concept. It is not. 

For example, nowhere in the Wilderness Act is there a 
requirement that an area be entirely roadless in order to 
legally qualify as Wilderness. Section 2(c) of the Act defines 
Wilderness as an area which “generally appears to have 
been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the 
imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.” It does not 
define Wilderness as a roadless area. Furthermore, federal 
agencies have the legal authority to recognize past mistakes 
and to take corrective measures such as closing roads and 
allowing areas to revert to a natural condition. Precedent 
has been set on a number of occasions: 


* A paved county road ran through the Great Swamp 
National Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey. The area 
was designated wilderness by Congress in 1968. 
The road was closed and is now overgrown with 
vegetation. 


* There used to be a constructed fire road that ran 
through the back-country of Idaho's Craters of the 
Moon National Monument. When Congress, led 
by the usually anti-Wilderness |daho Senator Jim 
McClure, designated the area Wilderness in 1970, 
the road was closed and has now been largely 
reclaimed by nature. 


* The state designation of “Wilderness” in the Adiron- 
dack Park in New York State resulted (indeed, the 
Adirondack Park act required it) in the closing of a 
number of constructed roads so that the wild charac- 
ter of the lands would remain forever. 


* Nearly all designated Eastern Wilderness Areas 
were extensively roaded and logged by early in the 
20th century. Most of these areas are under Forest 
Service jurisdiction. 


Congress and the US Forest Service have missed the 
boat in the western US. The fact is that ecosystems can and 
usually will recover significantly from past abuse, if protect- 
ed and managed to assure that recovery occurs. 


PHIL AFRICA 

On January 10, after 37 years of incarceration, Phil 
Africa of the revolutionary group MOVE passed 
away under mysterious circumstances while in custo- 
dy of the state of Pennsylvania. Phil was one of nine 
MOVE members serving 30- tol100-year sentences 
for third-degree murder after the shooting death of 
a police officer during 
the police’s 1978 siege 
of the group's 
dence. This conviction 
came in spite of testi- 
mony from eight wit- 
nesses stating that no 
gunshots came from 
the MOVE house, 
nor did the weapon 
allegedly used to com- 
mit the crime contain 
fingerprints from any 
members of MOVE. 

Six days prior to Phil’s passing, he went to the 
prison infirmary. Though he supposedly wasn't feel- 
ing well, other inmates reported seeing him walking 
around and exercising. MOVE members attempted 
visitation, but were turhed away. Even Phil’s wife of 
44 years was denied visitation on the grounds that 
she wasn't a blood relative. 

Phil was then transported to Wilkes Barre Gen- 
eral Hospital where he was held in isolation for five 
days. After over a hundred phone calls from con- 
cerned supporters, hospital officials finally relented 
and allowed Ramona and Carlos Africa to visit Phil 
back in the infirmary. When they reached Phil, he 
seemed drugged and incoherent. An hour after they 
left, it was reported that he had passed away. 

Despite the loss of his own children to police vi- 
olence—one son was trampled to death by police 
while still just an infant, the other died alongside 
four other children in the 1985 police bombing of 
a separate MOVE house—Phil was regarded by all 


resi- 


Phil Africa (1956-2015) 
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who knew him as a father figure, taking the time to 
teach and talk to fellow inmates. He was a prolific 
artist whose work centered on nature and the strug- 
gle for justice. 

“Phil made a deep impression on people all 
around the world,” MOVE members wrote in a re- 
cent statement. “He was constantly writing, often 
dozens of letters a day, encouraging solidarity and 
strength, and warmly advising hundreds of people.” 

To learn more about MOVE, and how to write to 
other incarcerated members of the MOVE 9, please 


visit ONAMMOVE.COM. 


GILLY PEACHEY 
Obituary by Nicole Vosper, her close friend 


On January 11, 2015, Gilly Peachey passed away 
peacefully in her sleep at the age of 67. Gilly was a de- 
termined and dedicated organizer for the animal liber- 
ation movement, working with the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) to save countless lives from abuse, tor- 
ture and neglect. Her life 
correlated with the tidal 
wave of action against 
animal abuse in the ’80s, 
"90s and 2000s. She was 
an animal abuser’s worst 
nightmare, setting the 
bar by pushing new tac- 
tics and crafting creative 
strategies. She was an in- 
tegral part of campaigns 
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that closed down breed- 
ers of animals for vivisec- 
tion such as Shamrock 
Monkey Farm, Hillgrove 
Cat Farm and Consort 
Kennels. Not only was 
she a hunt saboteur and 
active local organizer, she 
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Gilly Peachy, d. January 11, 2015, age 67 


was also an outspoken feminist and anarchist who spent 
time at Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp. 

Gilly will be remembered by many for her relentless 
resistance to the krebs trial, a seven-year government 
offensive to trap and shoot badgers all across the south- 
western UK. Final reports of the cull record 95% of the 
traps as “lost or damaged.” This was due to the persistence 
of Gilly and others, planning and sett surveying months 
ahead of time, then going out night after night and trash- 
ing traps. 

Gilly served two prison sentences for ALF actions, in- 
cluding arson. The longest sentence was eight years. A 
taste of her work can be seen in the South East Liberator 
magazines. 

Gilly will be loved and missed by close friends, her 
animal brothers and sisters, and the wider animal libera- 
tion movement. 


REMI FRAISSE 


The following is a translated and adapted 
excerpt from an article originally composed 
by Grégoire Souchay and published by The 
Reporterre. It includes reflections from Rémi’s 
partner, Anna, as well as a statement from her, 


his sister and a few close friends. 


Rémi was quite gentle, sociable, tolerant, 
sincere and honest—although bit of a loud- 
mouth. He wouldn't hesitate to share his 
thoughts, and wasn't one to let someone 
say something without backing it up. Rémi 
went to Sivens almost by chance. Although 
he wasn't a militant—or an activist for that 
matter—he was concerned about how the 
construction of Sivens Dam would degrade 
the environment and wished to go and show 


solidarity. 


The Sivens Dam project—which is disintegrating bio- 
diversity for the sake of irrigating a handful of farms—is 
being implemented across the River Tescou, a tributary of 
the River Tarn in the basin of the Garonne in Southern 
France. 

Rémi’s peaceful support, however, was trampled by the 
chaotic police onslaught. During the protest, Rémi ran 
forward without protection nor any idea of what awaited 
him. The police fired a grenade, and his girlfriend, Anna, 
scurried to get out of the way. When she returned, Rémi 
had disappeared. The police departed and Rémi’s com- 
rades began to look for him, crying his name through 
the camp. 

At ten o'clock, Anna gave the welcome center his de- 
scription and, soon after, ran into one of his friends who 
had just spoken with the organizers. They informed her 
that Rémi’s lifeless body had been found during the night 
by the police. 

Everything happened quickly after Rémi’s death. Peo- 
ple were told they had no right to information and that 
they should wait for the legal experts. No one close to 
Rémi was allowed to see his body. The results of his autop- 
sy were discovered by way of the media. It’s this notable 
lack of information that has led to two lawsuits—one for 
“voluntary homicide” and one for “violence causing un- 
intentional death”—in order to gain access to the reports. 

Rémi’s friends and family released these details in the 
hope that such a tragedy is never repeated. They will not 
accept any media solicitations after the publishing of this 
article and ask that the media stops harassing them. All 
they want is “that light will be shed on the exact causes of 
his death so that we can do our mourning in peace.” 

To read the full statement in its original French, visit 
REPORTERRE.NET/LES-PROCHES-DE-REMI-FRAISSE 


March near Gaillac, France, in solidarity with Rémi and in opposition to 
the police violence that ended his life. Credit: LAgence France-Presse 
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Update: 


THE MATTOLE 
BLOCKADE 


by Onion 


Samhain 2014 featured an article on the history of the campaign 
to protect an old-growth forest in northern Californias Mattole 
watershed from logging, a struggle which culminated in the Mat- 
tole Free State of 2000-2001. At the time that the article was 
written, renewed resistance in the Mattole was just beginning. For 
more background on the campaign to protect the Mattole, see “Old 
Growth, New Struggle” in EFI] Vol. 34 No. 3, Samhain 2014, 
p. 38, available at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. ORG. 


The struggle to save the old-growth forests of Humboldt 
County, California, from logging is older than many Earth 
Firstlers. When clearcutting began in the *80s, activists re- 
sponded with treesits, blockades, and national campaigns. Af- 
ter California and the federal government paid $460 million to 
Pacific Lumber (PL) in 1999 to establish the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, other areas were opened up to logging as part of the 
deal. The old-growth forest of the Mattole watershed was one 
of those places. 

Once PL started logging in the Mattole, activists responded 
with various ad-hoc tactics designed to slow the logging down. 
In late 2000, they decided to make the forest a more permanent 
home and blockaded the only road into the forest, creating what 
they dubbed the “Mattole Free State.” Taking turns living in tarp 
shelters, activists worked on and off for several years, ultimately 
protecting two-thirds of the living forest from destruction. Al- 
though forest defenders succeeded in bankrupting Pacific Lum- 
ber later in the decade, Humboldt Redwood Company (HRC) 
eventually gained ownership of the land and is now attempting 
to destroy over 700 acres of the Douglas fir, madrone and tanoak 
forest previously thought to be protected. Not willing to let past 
successes be in vain, activists vowed to stop it. 

The forest defenders attempted several times to set up a 
meeting with community members and representatives of the 
company. Following rejection after rejection, on July 8, 2014, a 
skypod anchored to a tripod was set up in the Mattole, block- 
ing the only road into the forest—the exact spot the Free State 
blockaded in 2000. On the third day of the blockade, sheriffs 
and workers arrived. A liaison was placed in handcuffs after she 
held her ground at the tripod, attempting to explain to the po- 
lice that there was a lifeline going from the tripod to an activist 
in in the skypod, and that if this line was cut they would likely 
fall and die. While this arrest was being made, other sheriffs ap- 
proached the lifeline and began grabbing and shaking it. They 
threatened to cut the line, saying that they didn’t believe any- 
one would actually get hurt and that if the activist in the sky- 
pod didn’t want to get hurt, they shouldn't have put themself 
in such a situation. They also informed the handcuffed liaison 


The blockade. Visible in the distance is the sky- 


pod, which is exclusively anchored to the tripod in 


the road, weighted down by slash. 


that she would be charged if an injury did occur. 

When the police and workers left for the day, activists wor- 
ried that the company might try to re-anchor the skypod to a 
young Douglas-fir a few feet away from the tripod. So they cut 
this tree, and left to lay in the road, becoming merely another 
obstacle. The company did not seem particularly happy when 
they returned the following day, no closer to dismantling the 
blockade after coming and going a second time. The forest de- 
fenders came to realize that actions which depend on people 
like sheriffs and capitalist goons respecting the lives of activists 
are risky, at best. This ongoing willingness to learn from their 
mistakes is just one of the many things that have made the 
Mattole defenders so successful. 

When HRC asked to do a survey of the forest, activists 
agreed to modify the blockade and allow off-road vehicles 
through, in exchange for “amnesty.” This meant that for the 
rest of July and all of August there would be’ no logging oper- 
ations or arrests. Surprisingly, the company kept their word. 
During the amnesty period, blockaders were able to organize 
members of the community who felt empowered by the prog- 
ress being made, ultimately leading to an agreement in which 
HRC was forced to cease all operations in the Mattole for the 
rest of 2014. Despite the efforts of HRC and police, the block- 
ade was successful, and was taken down in late September. For 
a few months, the Mattole was safe from logging once again. 

Activists went into 2015 with the same cautious optimism 
that defined the previous months. Now, three months into the 
year, things remain more or less the same in the Mattole, with 
talks between the company, locals, and environmental groups 
progressing slowly. Unfortunately, in order to make up for lost 
profits, HRC has diverted their attention to less defended areas. 
Although it’s unclear where the company is looking to exploit, 
activists have their eyes and ears open for any clues. 

One of the three current timber harvest plans for the Mat- 
tole is set to expire this year, while the other two have several 
more years before expiration. The forest defenders have vowed 
to continue monitoring the situation in the Mattole and to 
fight any of HRC’s future plans. 

You can follow the campaign to protect the Mattole on 
Facebook. Search: “Mattole Forest.” & 
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merely a “feel-good” diversion? 


FIL: 


Wuar HAS your local ethical consumer done for the wild late- 
ly? Considering the constraints imposed by global capitalism, 
and the ubiquity of Western imperialism, I'd venture the an- 
swer is a towering, fetid plop of nothing. 

Sure, resisting state tyranny and the goliath of civilization 
is empowering as shit, and makes my heart go pitter-patter like 
nothing else, but ripping to shreds each and every tentacle of 
this monstrosity isn’t supposed to feel good. It’s supposed to 
work. Shifting purchasing power from one product to another 
provides a wooly pillow for the American conscience, but it 
will never remove a single calf from a veal farm, replenish a 
clearcut mountainside, or disable one sweatshop anywhere on 
this planet. 

The logic of ethical consumption is that we're grabbing hold 
of the enemy’s tools (in this case, its products, markets and cur- 
rency) and wielding them in our favor. The strategy speaks for 
itself: Buy smarter, and victory shall soon be ours. 

Do practitioners truly believe each cup of almond milk is 
a dairy farm down the drain? Do they visualize the veal crates 
smashing themselves with each new vegan diner that comes 
to town? 

Gutless, gluttonous American humans can acclimate with 
relative ease to just about anything if there’s a comfortable tran- 
sition—and so can the multinational market. To suggest that 
we forego sacrifice, risk and determination in favor of feel-good 
pseudo-solutions is an invitation, once again, to the dead end 
of liberalism. 

In fact, to encourage this behavior is to mold our collective 
anger into the mileu of Western consumerism by providing 
false comfort for consuming-class Americans who've hardly lift- 
ed a finger for their relatives in the wild. Ethical consumerism 
has taken a sharp turn toward actually causing material harm 
to the consciousness-building necessary for us to forge ahead. 

I, for one, would rather live in a world where Humane So- 
ciety newsletters scrapped their vegan recipes and advertised a 
Puppy Mill Target of the Week! Think of it: The army of gro- 
cery store warriors currently responsible for propping up the 
North American tofu market, diverting their energies toward 
raiding farms and springing traps. 

Because you (yes, you) are being asked to make a committ- 
ment, make some tough decisions, calibrate your courage ac- 
cordingly, and forge your determination into an effective strike. 
Lose the illusion that what we need can be found at a super- 
market or Amazon.com. 

So, shall we continue with our timidity, preferring to ex- 
ercise our power in the aisle of the grocery store, or are we 
capable of providing teeth to our rhetoric, with goals designed 
to surpass the limited imagination provided by our collective 
function as hundreds of millions of human consumers? 


DEZERAY: 


PRACTICING EYES-WIDE-OPEN CHOICES when it comes to what 
we buy and where we shop eliminates complicity, gouges eco- 
nomic wounds in oppressive and exploitative industries, and 
makes pro-liberation plays in the corporate-waged war on the 
world. If I purchase a product from a corporation whose fac- 
tory is in, say, illegally occupied territory, then I become the 
occupier. If 1 purchase a product warning me not to get its con- 
tents in my eye because an animal in a vivisection lab suffered 
through a Draize test, then I become the researcher dripping 
poison into the eyes of a conscious, sentient being. Through 
buying with awareness we help remove ourselves from the 
chain of supply and demand that fuels these horrors. It’s quite 
simple—and rather effective. 

How effective? Though there are many, one startling exam- 
ple is the inspiring Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions cam- 
paign called for by Palestinian civil society in 2005 as a way 
of exercising our consumer power to economically, politically, 
culturally and militarily isolate the settler state of Israel for their 
plethora of crimes. Their campaign, Israel Apartheid Week— 
just one leaf off the tree of their fruitful, fiery resistance— 
caused such a panic in the Israeli Ministry of Public Diplomacy 
that they organized 100 envoys around the world to counter it. 

These are tactics we can reproduce in any campaign. Every 
campaign. Why? Because they work. And because they scare 
the living shit out of those who place profits over the Earth, 
over the animals, over the plants and people. 

The consumer dollar moves the world. We know that. We 
may meet the enemy with green paper guns, but if aimed prop- 
erly and prolifically, we can shoot down the possibility of a 
present and future marred by the moral bankruptcies of what is 
more than a mere transgression of ethics, but is in fact murder, 
torture, exploitation, slavery, cruelty and all out war on the en- 
vironment; every river, every ocean, every field, every forest ... 
harnessed. Stamped. Packaged. 

A better future lies within us, and it waits. It waits for our 
actions to match our desires of what is possible in this human 
experience—of what we envision the world could truly be. But 
in order to get there, as the old adage goes, we need to use every 
tool in the toolbox. 
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FIL’S REBUTTAL: 


Ou, 18 ONLY we could will our way toward building an ade- 
quate defense for the wild. 

What our bioregions need are fearless folk willing to dis- 
pense with the fluffy, poetic language of first-world activists 
who envision themselves as revolutionaries. They need folks 
who are ready to risk it all for a way of life much bigger than 
any of us could even imagine. 

In short: Less rhetoric, more labor. 

Perhaps the crux of where our perspectives diverge is in how 
we view the structure and nature of civilization itself. For ex- 
ample, I don’t believe it possible to distinguish between the 
products of the occupier and their ethical alternatives. Given 
the nature and reach of the American empire, where is Western 
imperialism not the enemy? Boycotting SodaStream is not my 
idea of striking the Israeli state and avenging the 513 children 
for whom life was snuffed out during last summer's Operation 
Protective Edge. 

Is the Palestinian BDS movement utterly useless? Absolute- 
ly not. But I, as a citizen of the very colonial power respon- 
sible for instrumental support of the Israeli occupation, have 
gleaned that surely there must be more that I can do to strike 
tangible blows against the Israeli state. 

We won't “liberate” Gaza with sheer firepower and militant 
charisma, but the power of the angry and determined individ- 
ual is infinitely greater than what consumerism has prescribed 
for us. 

I’ve also long since come to the realization that as a vegan, 
I’ve “removed myself” in no substantive way from the chain 
of demand which fuels these industries. 1 pulled back, and the 
machine kept on spinning. 

And I guess we'll have to agree to disagree that high-effi- 
ciency light bulbs and solar panels scare the shit out of those 
who destroy life for a living. 

Our power comes from Earth, and is nourished and replen- 
ished when we are doing our utmost to defend her. Let this not 
be conflated with feelings of self-congratulation for picking up 
the green paper gun. 


Fil is a discontented grain of sand and sometimes-contributor to 
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sreen Paper Guns: A Debate 


DEZERAY’S REBUTTAL: 


THE MAIN CONTENTION against the consumer boycott and oth- 
er fingers on the fist of ethical consumption is that resistance 
shouldn’t just “feel good.” I was unaware that positive emotion- 
al aftermath was the driving force behind the deployment of 
such tactical resistance. 

Direct action, being the middle finger on that fist, is argu- 
ably thee most effective route in any campaign. Do not ask for 
liberation, take it. But to ignore other methodologies that pro- 
duce results is to turn your back on some incredibly effective 
tactics. And why? 

My initial argument referenced the knock-out punch that 
BDS has been delivering to Israel. It wasn’t and isn’t being done 
because it feels good, it’s being done because some repugnant 
shit is being perpetrated, and something effective needed to be 
done in response. 

Here are some other campaigns which produced “mea- 
surable results”: Mercy For Animals’ campaign against Nestlé 
led directly to Nestlé eliminating some of the cruelest forms 
of animal abuse that their company was engaged in. The con- 
sumer-based boycott campaign against SodaStream succeeded 
in shutting down SodaStream's illegal factory in the West Bank. 
Countless groups both small and large have succeeded in get- 
ting hundreds of restaurants to cease buying and serving foie 
gras, which is a massive jab in the pockets of the duck and geese 
farmers who commit horrific atrocities for profit; it is also a 
direct decimation in the number of ducks and geese tormented 
and murdered for this “delicacy.” 

I could go on—but do I need to? 

If these efforts have protected any measure of life, land or 
liberty, they should be. supported and recognized as a usable 
tactic. Why would you turn your nose up at any employable act 
that has been successful? Don’t we want to fight from each and 
every angle that will hit at the source of oppression? I can think 
of no ramification worth not utilizing consumer politics in the 
fight for justice. I can think of many ramifications, however, for 
apolitical consumption. I gladly stand with the resistance in all 
its beautiful—and effective—expressions. 


Dezeray Lyn has been a part of animal rights and social justice 
campaigns for 13 years, currently organizing for Block the Boat 
Tampa. She is also co-founder of the CRC radical art collective. 
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Utah Phillips once said, “The Earth is not dying, it is be- 
ing killed, and those who are killing it have names and 
addresses.” 

Thanks to the internet, those names and addresses ar- 
ent too difficult to find. 

Animal liberation groups have successfully used tar- 
geted home and office demonstrations to pressure com- 
panies into changing policies that cause harm to animals 
and the earth, and to divest from exploitative industries. 
Increasingly, environmental groups have also visited the 
homes of corporate and government decisionmakers to 
turn up the pressure of their direct action campaigns. 

We've compiled this short guide in hopes of seeing 
more pressure campaigns and home demonstrations in 
the earth liberation movement. 


STEP 1: PICKING A TARGET 


Research the company 

It is best to research as much as possible before launching 
a campaign and letting a company or individual know 
they are a target. 

Start with the companys website. Company websites 
generally have information about board members, di- 
rectors, and executives, as well as other important infor- 
mation, including business partnerships and customers. 
Save any information you find, as many companies will 
change and edit their websites once they realize activists 
are mining for data. 

Save personal information about targets on an en- 
crypted or hidden drive, as it can potentially be used as 
evidence in both criminal and civil trials, even if there has 
been no illegal activity in a campaign. (Suggested resourc- 
es for encrypting files and drives can be found in “A Few 
Internet Obsecurity Tips,” page 37.) 


Picking a larget 
and Finding Their 


Address 


by anonymous 


Find the weak point(s) 


There is a lot to consider when picking a target within 
a company. For example, executives have much more 
decision-making power than low-level employees. How- 
ever, sometimes executives and CEOs are not as both- 
ered by being directly targeted as they are by middle and 
upper management becoming targets, since it can create 
animosity between the management and policy-makers. 
Think about where pressure will have the most influence. \t 
is often necessary to try out many different targets before 
you find the right one. 


Gather personal info 

Before beginning your search for a target's address, try to 
find their full name (a middle name or initial is very help- 
ful), age (or approximate age), and state, city, or general 
area of residence. 

If you're missing some of the information, get creative with 
the information you do have. Say you can't find a middle 
name, but know what college the target went to. Maybe 
they used their middle initial when they published a pa- 
per. Search “So-and-so AND such-and-such-university” 
and see what pops up. 

Three good resources for finding personal information are 
Facebook, Data.com, and LinkedIn. 

Many companies have a Facebook page which em- 
ployees comment on, and some even have open Face- 
book groups for employees to network regionally and 
nationally. Sometimes it’s helpful to make fake Facebook 
accounts, and then “friend” employees in order to gath- 
er more information, such as hobbies, family members, 
clubs and organizations they belong to, etc. 

Data.com is a website intended for sales people to 
gather contact information. Create a free account and 
search for the company you are researching. This will 
generally give you a large list of employees that includes 


their city, state, and position. From here, you can get di- 
rect contact information for up to two people. (Make 
sure on the left column it shows they have direct contact 
for the employee.) Since the free account only gives you 
“points” for two contacts, you will have to create a new 
account for every two contacts you wish to find. Create 
new email addresses to make more accounts. Two free 
email account sites are HUSHMAIL.COM and MAIL.COM. 
Be aware that Hushmail does not generally work with the 
anonymous web browser Tor. 

LinkedIn is a business-oriented social networking 
site mainly used for “professional networking.” To start 
searching for people on LinkedIn, in a Google search 
type: “company name” site:linkedin.com. Search results 
will include names of employees. You can also search 
through linkedin.com itself to find more information. 


STEP 2: 
FINDING YOUR TARGET’S LISTED ADDRESS 


Search for an address 


A good place to start looking for addresses is ADVANCED- 
BACKGROUNDCHECKS.COM. This is a free website that 
provides addresses and phone numbers, and sometimes 
lists what company a person works for or owns. 

WHITEPAGES.COM is another good resource to check 
addresses and gather phone numbers. 

There are a number of other data sites that you can 
search, but many require a paid account. However, some 
of these will give you partial information. INTELIUS.cOM 
is a great resource for searching personal information, 
but is not always updated and may provide you with a 
huge list of addresses that can be hard to narrow down. 

SPOKEO.COM is a database that automatically gener- 
ates information from the internet, including addresses, 
phone numbers, relatives, social media profiles, email 
addresses, and employment information. Most of this 
information is only available through a paid account. 
However, partial phone numbers, email addresses, and 
home addresses can be accessed by non-paying users. 
These can be compared to other information you have 
already gathered for confirmation. Often it also provides 
a map of where a person's house is located, which can 
be compared to an image of an address you have already 
found on Google or Bing maps. 

If you know a lawyer or someone else that you trust 
who has access to databases such as Lexis Nexus, they can 
do more thorough searches that are far more reliable than 
Intelius or other public databases. 


TOOLBOX: 
A FEW INTERNET OBSCURITY TIPS 


There is no such thing as 100% cybersecurity. 
Nevertheless, here are a few tools (among many 
others) that can help obscure your online presence: 


* Uninstall programs that you don’t use (they - 
could have been installed without your 
consent). Clam AV and Avast! are great 
free tools for this task. 


* Use a browser like Firefox and search 
engines like DuckDuckGo or Startpage 
that don't track your info/search history. 


* Use an anonymous web browser, such as Tor. 


* Use Tails, an open-source, anonymous 
operating system you can use by down- 
loading onto a USB or CD and inserting 
into any computer. 


* Use encryption tools, such as PGP, GPG, Bit- 
Locker (Windows), or FileVault (Mac) (among 
others) to keep your files & email private. 


* Change your passwords often. Make sure 
they contain letters (lower- and upper- 
case), numbers, symbols, and few (if any) 
real words. 


* Use an on-screen or virtual keyboard 
when typing potentially sensitive informa- 
tion, such as passwords or search terms. 


* Use FileShredder (Windows/Mac) or 
BleachBit (Linux) to destroy any trace of 
unwanted files—something your recycling 
bin doesn't do! 


Effective digital obscurity takes dedication 
to learn! It's important to be aware that these 
tools have vulnerabilities that your enemies could 
potentially exploit to land you in trouble; but 
also know that dozens of activists have practiced 
various forms of internet obscurity successfully to 
strike at their enemy’s weaknesses, and have gone 
on to fight another day. 


Cross-check 

Once you find an address, cross-check it through as many of 
the resources listed above as you can. State and local prop- 
erty tax information can also help confirm that someone 
owns a house. These can usually be found on county web- 
sites or other property and real estate sites that vary by 
county and state. 


STEP 3: CONFIRMING THEY LIVE THERE 


Now that youre fairly confident you've found a target's 
address, you'll want to confirm that they really live there. 
Time to step away from the computer. 


One person’s trash... 

One of the most tried and true methods for confirming 
‘where someone lives is searching through trash cans at 

the listed address. Look for mail addressed to the indi- 

vidual or their family members, and mail or documents 

relating to the company they work for. 

An added benefit of digging through trash is that it 
allows you to gather more information about the target— 
for example, if they belong to a specific church or tennis 
club that could become a future protest venue. Doing 
this at night allows you to avoid arousing suspicion, and 
helps familiarize you with their neighborhood. 

Although jumping fences can be fun, it’s a good idea 
to figure out the trash days for the neighborhood so that 
the garbage is more likely to be out at the curb. Digging 
through trash cans is legal in many areas as long as it’s out 
on the curb to be collected. But be sure to check your 
local ordinances and state laws. 


Making a call 

If you have the home, office, or cell phone number of a 
target, you can call them and try to get them to confirm 
their address (preferably from a pay phone or prepaid 
phone). One trick is to pose as a delivery person trying 
to drop off packages, flowers, pizza, etc. This strategy is 
often more effective if the target is not aware they are a 
mark, as they will not have their guard up. You can also 
pretend to know the person in some way, such as being a 
co-worker, and get confirmation out of a spouse or family 
member—and sometimes further information, like per- 
sonal cell phone numbers. 


Ring the doorbell 


This method of confirming an address is the most direct. 
If you have a photo of the target you can confirm on 
sight; if not, simply ask them their name. If someone else 
answers, ask if the target is home. You do not have to tell 


the target who you are or why you are there; you can sim- 
ply pretend to be a new neighbor introducing yourself, or 
a salesperson that they will not want to keep talking to. 
Or, you can tell them why you're there, and have an angry 
mob with bullhorns waiting around the corner for the 
signal. You can also casually ask a neighbor, or, if you're 
lucky, the gardeners might be working in the front yard. 
“Hey, is Bill inside?” 

This method should only be used for above-ground 
protest campaigns, as this often allows the target to see 
your face. 

There are lots of ways to gather this information, so 
be creative! Think carefully about the places where you 
leave personal information, wittingly or unwittingly. It’s 
a sign of our ineffectiveness that those responsible for so 
much death and destruction aren't constantly afraid of us 
confronting them where they live. Let’s take advantage of 
that fact, while we work to change it.K 
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DIRECT ACTION FOR CAMBODIA'S WILD continuen From pace 19 


Lack of money has allowed Mother Nature to re- 
main true to their moral and environmental values, 
Mala explains. “There is not another organization like 
Mother Nature. We are not really an NGO. We work 
as a movement. We spend our lives to protect nature. 
We don’t have a salary. We don’t have the money. We 
don’t have a new car. We don’t have an office. We walk 
everywhere,” he said. “There are no NGOs that would 
support a community to block a road, but Mother Na- 
ture does that.” 


CONSERVATION THROUGH CRIMINALIZATION 

There are three major conservation organizations that 
work in the greater Cardamom Mountains area that 
should be at the forefront of the fight against the Cheay 
Areng Dam. Unfortunately, Wildlife Alliance, Conser- 
vation International, and Flora and Fauna International 
(FFI) are muzzled by operating under Memorandums of 
Understanding with the Cambodian government. 

The policies of these organizations criminalize locals 
while compromising their homelands for beauty tracts of 
“protected areas.” They hire rangers to patrol forests with 
AK-47s to ostensibly crack down on illegal logging and 
poaching, but locals say some rangers abuse their power 
and actually profit from the wildlife trafficking. 

Somnang used to illegally harvest rosewood and 
watched the exchange of bribes firsthand. “My boss 
would call [the Wildlife Alliance rangers] before we 
would go out and ask, “Where are you now?’ If they were 
in the station, he'd tell them which way we would go, so 
the rangers would not go that way.” 

It is the onslaught of industrial resource extraction 
funded by the elite (the mob) that is responsible for the 
black market ransacking of the forest; the blame cannot 
be placed on marginalized rural populations, as they are 
the only line of defense for the wild places they inhabit. 


WILDLIFE PROJECTS NEED PEOPLES 

The lack of valuing local communities also contributes 
to bad science practices. In 2013, FFI and the Forestry 
Administration made a rogue decision to start trapping 
and relocating Siamese crocodiles in anticipation of the 
potential construction of the Cheay Areng Dam. 

The discovery of the live traps angered the Chong 
people, who consider the crocodiles sacred and closely 
monitor the populations. They chased the FFI staff 
out of the valley and dismantled the traps laid in holy 
water areas. After two letters remained unanswered, the 
communities protested with Mother Nature in front 
of FFI’s Phnom Penh office, demanding they cease all 
relocation activities. Unfortunately, several traps were not 


discovered until much later, and villagers blame them for 
the deaths of two crocodiles. 

Commitment to mitigation as a primary tactic makes 
these NGOs complicit in the mass destruction of wild- 
life and the communities that inhabit these “wilderness 
areas.” By arming patrols, they enact oppressive tactics of 
the state, and thus are enemies of the activists and local 
people. A recent 7ruthout article by Stephen Corry, di- 
rector of Survival International, slammed the militaristic 
anti-tribal strategies promoted by World Wildlife Fund, 
saying “...even mentioning soldiers in the same sentence 
as conservationists uncomfortably echoed the latter’s du- 
bious roots in colonialist ideology.” 


THE GRASSROOTS WAY FORWARD 

Top-down efforts to save Cambodia's nature by force are 
not only ineffective, but racist in their heavy-handed per- 
secution of the underdogs while compromising the land 
for which they claim to advocate. The persistent victim- 
ization of Cambodia has built a spectacular playground 
for NGOs on their righteous missions to save the coun- 
try. Yet, in spite of the thousands of humanitarian orga- 
nizations (second highest per capita in the world) that 
claim to advocate for Cambodian people, communities 
are torched and bulldozed almost every week. 

Almost every journalistic piece written about the re- 
gion mentions the Cambodian Genocide during the 
Khmer Rouge regime (killing approximately two million 
people between 1975-79) within the first few sentences, 
thus painting a dark shadow from which the characters 
are forced to crawl. In the face of these obstacles, a thirst 
for justice is mobilizing Cambodia’s growing grassroots 
movements—mass protests and blockades in Phnom 
Penh, community forest patrols for illegal logging in Prey 
Lang, reclaiming stolen lands in Boeung Kak, seizing 
developers’ bulldozers in Preah Vihear, and river flotillas 
protesting Mekong River dams. 

The Cheay Areng Dam remains in limbo. Though the 
Cambodian government has vowed to push the research 
process forward and crack down on resistance, they will 
do so under international gaze. Areng community leader 
Mr. Pov says they are determined to stand their ground: 
“Everyone is going to die someday. At least we struggle, 
and hopefully this will make a difference and bring na- 
ture back to the people.” * 


Earth First! Journals Kat Eng traveled to Koh Kong, 
Cambodia, to interview the direct action environmental 
group Mother Nature. For more photographs and news of 
Cambodian struggles, visit UPSREI.COM. 
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An Update on Germanys Hambach Forest Occupation 


Our last issue featured an article on the Hambach Forest 
occupation, a campaign in the Rhineland of Germany that, 

for over three years, has been delaying the destruction of 
the Hambach Forest from the expansion of Europe's largest 
open-caste mine. The ongoing resistance against this project 
and energy company RWE has included treesits, barricades, 

and multiple on-the-ground occupations inside and outside 
of the forest. For more background on the campaign, see 
“The Hambach Forest Occupation” in EFI] Vol. 34 No. 

3, Samhain 2014, p. 23, available at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. 

ORG. 


by Rabbit 


Last time we published news on the Hambach occupa- 
tion, the activists were recovering from the March 27, 
2014, eviction by police forces, and had established two 
separate, multi-platformed treesits in the forest. 

While reestablishing their presence in the Hambach— 
including erecting barricades to hold off further eviction 
attempts—and maintaining support at the nearby Mead- 
ow occupation and in-town project house, the Hambach 
defenders began organizing a Climate Camp to take place 
from July 26 to August 3, followed by a skillshare gather- 
ing in the Meadow Camp. 

On August 1, mid-way through the Climate Camp, 
activists from the camp descended on the mine, targeting 
multiple choke points: Four activists locked themselves 
to tracks carrying coal trains, while two others rappelled 
from a bridge over the tracks, halting transportation be- 
tween the coal mine and the power plants it feeds. Further 
north, at the RWE mining zone, 20 activists blockaded 
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Top: Two activists lock themselves to gates to 
delay the extraction of the Neuland treesit, De- 
cember 4, 2014. 

Middle: A treesitter is carried away on a stretch- 
er after being extracted from the Neuland 
treesit, December 4, 2014. 

Bottom: Activists disrupt the work of an excava- 
tor, September 23, 2014. 


the gate, preventing entrance or exit. Nearby, a group of 
80 people—some locked together—sat in front of one of 
the largest excavation machines on Earth—a 135,000- 
ton digger, over 800 feet long and 300 feet tall—while 
another group climbed onto its giant treads. For the first 
time, Europe's largest coal mine had been blockaded. 

The campaign was growing, and showing that it was 
not only prepared to occupy the remaining forest, but 
to resist the already-established infrastructure. The fol- 
lowing months brought calculated violence from police 
and workers—but also unwavering resistance from the 
forest defenders. 

On September 16—the opening day of a new Auto- 
bahn that will assist in expansion of the mine—police 
raided the forest and Meadow occupations, attacking ac- 
tivists, removing barricades, evicting treesits, destroying 


equipment and a camp kitchen, and arresting at least one 
forest defender. A harvester (tree-cutting machine) was 
reportedly damaged during the raid, leaking toxic fluids. 
It was eventually repaired and escorted out of the forest 
by police. 

Activists escalated their resistance after the raid. On 
September 23, an excavator was stopped by activists who 
climbed on top of it while it was removing ground. On 
October 1, activists formed a wall of resistance at the 
gateway to the Hambach mine, climbing onto bulldoz- 
ers, sitting in excavator buckets, and blockading vehicles. 
One bulldozer was blocked with a banner reading, “Get 
your ass out to the frontlines against the energy empire! 
Earth First!” Workers and security personnel responded 
with violence, running occupied machinery and attack- 
ing activists with hammers and metal pipes. Hein Bert 
Kaiser, owner of the company deconstructing an old 
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Whoever damages my diggers and cars is going to die.” coral ad Be} 


When asked, he confirmed: “This is a death threat.” RDBEWEGUNGEN — Fc24de 

During these blockades of heavy machinery, activists 
continued to occupy trees in the forest. Unfortunately, 
on October 16, a French activist fell from a 26-foot-high 
tree platform near the clearcut border of the open-caste 
mine. She was not seriously injured, but was brought to a 
hospital by helicopter, while another forest defender was 


arrested. This was the first, and so far only, accident like 
this in the three year campaign to protect the Hambach. 

The following day, security forces and police entered 
the forest with cherrypickers and proceeded to cut down 
multiple trees that had platforms in them. Police also 
inspected occupied trees in the Hambach treesit known 
as the “Grubenblick,” presumably making preparations 
for eviction. 

Two weeks later, on October 30, RWE security stormed 
the occupation, attacking activists with batons and pepper 
spray, and driving a logging machine towards individuals 
on the ground. They arrested three activists, choking and 
tying them up with cables. Police showed up an hour later 
and arrested three more activists. Occupiers responded to 
the violence by building barricades. Some occupied tree 
platforms, while others erected and occupied tripods near 
the “Pile’—a fort on the way to the squatted trees. The 
police presence eventually grew to over 100, with multiple 
riot units in the forest. Four activists held down the “Pile,” 
with another staying in the trees, two in tripods, and one 
in an underground tunnel. Activists finally locked them- 
selves to “Pile” barricades, but eventually all were evicted, 
and most arrested. The “Grubenblick” tree occupation was 
also evicted by police with climb gear. A total of 14 arrests 
resulted from the eviction. 

Forest defenders quickly returned to woods, and on 
November 5 it was announced that a new treesit had been 
erected, and that a harvester had been halted by individ- 
uals squatting the vehicle. The harvester was eventually 
surrounded by around 30 guards and workers, but two of 
the activists held their position on the machine for two 
and a half hours. Others blocked roads to delay police ve- 
hicles from entering the occupation. Eventually the two 
were removed and arrested. 

On November 28, security returned and erected a 
fence around the “Neuland” treesit near the edge of 
the mine, at a distance of 130-300 feet from the sit. Six 


Activists stop work at the gateway to the 
Hambach mine, October 1, 2014. 


guards stood watch around the fence, some armed with 
sticks. Four generators were placed around the fence to 
power lights throughout the night. After four days of the 
patrol cutting the treesitter off from their support team, 
a group of 25-30 activists holding banners walked to- 
wards the guarded area and managed to open the fence. 
Guards reacted, some aggressively pushing and threaten- 
ing the protesters, but in the commotion a rope was low- 
ered from the platform and another activist climbed up 
into the sit. Security attempted to pull the activist down 
as they climbed, but protesters successfully held them 
back, creating space for the original treesitter to lower to 
the ground, and for a bag of provisions to be raised into 
the sit. When the police arrived shortly after, those who 
hadn't gotten away were kettled and arrested. 

On December 4, police and fire crews descended on 
the forest to finally evict the “Neuland” sit. Two people 
locked themselves to gates on one of the entrance roads to 
delay the extraction. After police finally reached the sit, a 
cherry-picker was used to extract the lone treesitter, who 
was carried away on a stretcher, their fist raised in the air. 

Hambach forest defenders continue to occupy the for- 
est, and to plot their next moves against the mine. The 
story of the Hambach is a back and forth between the 
RWE (and their cops) and the forest defenders. When 
one gains ground, the other schemes for how to take it 
back. And if the past three years are any indication of the 
current path, we can expect creativity and escalation from 
the anti-mining activists. 

The Hambach defenders are curfently organizing a sec- 
ond Spring Skillsharing Camp, April 6-12, 2015, to foster 
networking, self-reliance, and reflection. They are asking 
for participants to suggest workshops and events, and to 
bring any supplies that they can, including food, water, 
tents, and wood. They have also announced a mass action 
of civil disobedience against coal mining, August 14-16, to 
coincide with the United Nations Climate Change Con- 
ference in Paris. They hope to obstruct the exploitation 
of lignite, with hundreds of people engaged in a variety 
of actions, and to make the Rhineland—the home of the 
Hambach Forest and RWE'’s lignite mining—a focal point 
of a strong and powerful anti-coal movement. 

Keep your eyes on the Hambach: HAMBACHFOREST. 
BLOGSPORT.DER 
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Healing from the Past. 


FIGHTI 


In July 2014, Earth First! converged in the Klamath Basin 
for our annual Round River Rendezvous. It was the Pa- 
cific Northwest's first Rondy in five years, and there was a 
remarkable reunion of generations. As we loudly celebrated 
the return of several non-cooperating defendants from the 
Green Scare—finally off probation!—there was another, 
quieter exploration of our movement history playing out in 


the background. 


Kiera Loki Anderson (“Loki”) came to the Rondy from 
Scotland to reconnect with old forest defence friends for 
a special purpose: their PhD project at the University of 
Dundee. Titled “Memories of the Struggle: Creative Rep- 
resentations of Conflict and Trauma in Land-Based Re- 
sistance Movements in the Highlands of Scotland and the 
Pacific Northwest of the US,” it explores the memories of 
Northwest forest activists involved in street protests and 
treesits between 1995 and 2005. Loki pieces together 
stories of conflict, which, in the Pacific Northwest forest 
defence scene, mostly regard struggles with police repres- 
sion and sexual violence that tore apart Eugene and Port- 
land activist communities in the early ’00s. 

For many veterans of late 90s forest defence, Loki’s 
project is an opportunity to revamp community and heal 
from past trauma. For newer activists, Loki’s work has 
brought clarity and perspective to the messy scene we 
walked into when we decided to call ourselves “forest de- 
fenders.” In an email interview, Loki reported back about 
their research. 


Wiley: How do you describe our scene and the conflicts that 
exist within it to a removed observer who has no context for 
politics and subculture in the Pacific Northwest? 


Loki: It’s not an easy subculture to explain, but I think 
there’s a lot of potential to create artwork that resonates 
with EFlers whilst capturing experiences that “outsiders” 
can relate to as well. People might.not relate to being in 
a treesit, but they can understand what it feels like to be 
passionate about something, or what it's like to be part of 


3 FOR THE FUTURE 


An Interview with Lok! 
by Wiley 


a close-knit group of friends that you really trust. Con- 
flicts within groups are also pretty common, so I think 
people can relate on that level as well. 

I’ve had to make it clear to my advisers how deep 
some of the conflicts went at times—which I’ve also 
become more aware of as the project has progressed. 
It’s also important to give a sense of why people were 
drawn to the movement and the positive things we 
achieved. Some of these conflicts were so painful be- 
cause they undermined people’s trust in the movement 
and in each other. 


Wiley: What’ your personal connection to the direct action 
community in Oregon? 


Loki: | have amazing memories of that time, but I also 
found it really challenging and painful as well. I got in- 
volved in Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA) in 2001, and in 
April of 2002—two days after the Eagle Creek sale was 
cancelled—Horehound (AKA Beth O’Brien) fell out of 
a treesit at Eagle and died. Almost a year later, Sparrow, 
a Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) activist, committed 
suicide at an action camp in the Willamette National For- 
est. We lost many other activists during that time as well 
and I wanted to honour what they fought for. 

I’m also a feminist, and a survivor of sexual violence, 
and was involved in some of the “internal campaigns” 
to challenge different forms of oppression within Earth 
First!. Those campaigns successfully established safer spac- 
es policies in groups like CFA and CFD, and supported 
multiple survivors who came forward with experiences of 
having been assaulted in activist spaces,.and/or by fellow 
activists. I wanted to fully document that struggle. I was 
also drawn to explore the impact that Operation Backfire 
had on the community in Eugene. I didn’t know any of 
the defendants who were based more in Eugene and/or 
Olympia, and felt pretty removed from Earth First! in 
2005. But my intuition told me that it was important to 
look at these two struggles—around state repression and 
anti-oppression—as very much interconnected. 
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Wiley: You came and visited us this summer. Had you been 
back ‘since the early 2000s? How was your visit? Did any- 
thing surprise you? 


Loki: | was surprised by how much knowledge had 
been lost. I'd assumed that external strategy and tactical 
knowledge was passed on, but that there would be less 
known about the internal anti-oppression work. In CFA, 
although we had a lot of people passing on knowledge 
around campaigning and organisational skills, we found 
it more difficult to build a culture of anti-oppression or 
work through grief and trauma. I kind of expected that 
there would be more support around building effective 
campaigns from movement “elders” when the group 
re-established itself in the late 2000s. Women were often 
the ones holding down the office or getting food out to 
the sits, and it often tended to be women and/or trans 
folks who were working on anti-oppression and survivor 
advocacy. So I think the loss of knowledge speaks to how 
few cis women and/or trans folks from the mid-guard era 


(1997-2005) are still actively involved in Earth First. 


I was also unaware that Operation Backfire had caused 
such an intergenerational rift. 


Wiley: Zhe other half of your project involves researching the 
Crofters’ War, “a period of agitation by tenant farmers in the 
Highlands of Scotland in the 1880s.” The struggle of Scottish 
tenant farmers in the 19th century feels so far away from 
the struggles of anarchists in the Northwest during the early 
2000s! In terms of “conflict” and “trauma,” what connec- 
tions have you drawn between these two communities? Why 
did you chose the Crofters’ War as a lens or mirror for viewing 
modern conflict here in the Northwest? 


Loki: My work is about stories—the stories I carry within 
myself impact how I tell other stories, like those of the 
Crofters’ War. It’s also about how broader power dynam- 
ics privilege some narratives and erase others. Women 
were actively involved in struggles against the police and 
the military, but were less likely to be arrested and less 
likely to become “martyrs.” There is a limited amount of 
archival, first-hand accounts from that period produced 
by the Crofters themselves, and next to nothing narrat- 
ed by crofting women. So it’s been interesting to look at 
those examples and think about which voices are privi- 
leged when it comes to narrating what was happening in 
Eugene's radical environmental movement between 1995 
and 2005. 

It's also been interesting to see how stories of resis- 
tance have been passed down over hundreds of years ver- 
sus tens of years. I’ve been focusing on the community 


of Glendale on the Isle of Skye, where Crofters success- 
fully agitated for control over the land. Local knowledge 
of these events is impacted by community dynamics, as 
they are in Eugene. In both cases, you have conflicting 
accounts and long-standing tensions that impact how the 
two different struggles are commemorated. 


Wiley: When we talked about your project at the Earth First! 
Rondy, much of the discussion surrounded sexual assault in 
the movement and the idea of “accountability.” Did you in- 
tend or expect this to be a major focus of your project? 


Loki: Conflicts around these issues in the early 2000s had 
a massive impact on groups like CFD, CFA, and Casca- 
dia Defence Network (based out of Olympia, WA), so I 
always intended to include that within my research into 
how to narrate experiences of conflict within Earth First!. 
Lalso decided early on to look at the psychological impact 
of Operation Backfire and the Green Scare in Eugene. I 
feel these are both important contributions to movement 
history and analysis. I’ve become intentional and cautious 
about how I share the work outside of Earth First! circles. 
I’m aware that these are still really painful memories for 
people, so I’ve tried to be receptive to any concerns peo- 
ple share with me about the artwork itself as well as where 
it’s presented. 


Wiley: While interviewing activists in the Pacific Northwest 
this year, were you ever surprised by peoples memories and 
impressions of the scene a decade ago? In what ways has your 
research affected the way you see yourself in this movement 
and your own memory of the past? 


Loki: | realised early on that the things CFA activists were 
struggling to deal with—tike surveillance, activist burn- 
out, grand juries and cooperators, anti-oppression and 
accountability—were magnified ten times in Eugene. 
What I was hearing from interviewees—that surveillance 
and police violence had a significant psychological and 
organizational impact—fits with the stories I was hearing 
about radical environmentalism in Eugene when I was 
involved in CFA. 

I think that the way community spaces were organised 
in Eugene versus Portland also had an impact. Activist 
spaces in Eugene were more concentrated in one neigh- 
bourhood—the Whiteaker—than I remember them be- 
ing in Portland, and I get the sense that confrontations 
with police were common in the Whiteaker. So it was 
harder for people to have safer spaces to return to after 
protests. A lot of the protests I went to in Portland hap- 
pened downtown. I avoided demos where folks expected 
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to be arrested, but I would still feel a sense of relief when 
we left the demo and were able to regroup in other parts 
of town. Activists who are negotiating traumatic experi- 
ences in their immediate environment are more likely to 
experience post-traumatic stress disorder. 

My memories of efforts to support survivors within 
CFA in 2002-03 are that they were comparably less divi- 
sive than simultaneous efforts in Eugene. Before starting 
the research, my perspectives were filtered through my 
own experiences with an accountability process in which 
threats towards the person called out for assault under- 
mined the wishes or needs of the survivor. So 1 was aware 
that the divisive nature of these conflicts led to some sur- 
vivors feeling like their needs weren't being met. 

In my interviews I heard people talk about the impact of 
these divisions in Eugene and the feeling that cisgendered 
men could have done more as allies. Some of the people 
I interviewed were critical of actions taken on both sides 
of the conflict and were particularly worried about this in 
light of the increasing levels of state repression. I was also 
hearing stories about how attempts to challenge system- 
ic oppression and support survivors were met with strong 
opposition and hostility from other members of the radi- 
cal environmental movement in Eugene. One interviewee 
(moving in EF! circles in Eugene, Portland, and Olympia) 
was personally aware of 20 different survivors sharing their 
experiences of sexual assault in a three- to four-year period. 
All of this took place against a backdrop of surveillance and 
police violence. I'd argue this made it challenging to main- 
tain the levels of trust and openness needed for effectively 
working through internal conflicts. Similarly, I have been 
looking at whether these internal conflicts and movement 
divisions impacted efforts to challenge state repression— 
particularly for the ELF activists arrested in the winter/ 
spring of 2005/06 as part of Operation Backfire. 

My intention from the beginning was to interview peo- 
ple on different sides of these conflicts around account- 
ability and anti-oppression. I also set out to interview 
both cooperating and non-cooperating ELF defendants. 
Reaching out to and interviewing people who disagreed 
with the strategies used to create “safer spaces” proved 


challenging and it looks like I won't be able to do that. 


within the time frame I have left. I have also tried to reach 
out to people of colour and indigenous folks who were 
active at that time for interviews. I think there’s been a 
tendency to focus on the attempts to support survivors, 
and by extension challenge sexism, as the primary form 
of anti-oppression work happening at that time. It’s im- 
portant to challenge that narrative and acknowledge the 
experiences of people marginalized because of their race, 
class, sexuality, and ability as well. 


However, I was able to interview a cooperating de- 
fendant. As an academic, it’s been important for me 
to do this in a way that acknowledges their particu- 
lar experience. So I’ve tried to do that in an empath- 
ic, receptive way. Similarly, 1 have also interviewed a 
non-cooperating defendant, as well as community 
members involved in prisoner support for those arrest- 
ed. So I have also tried to understand why there are 
community members who may strongly disagree with 
the perspectives of those who cooperated. It’s not my 
place to speak for them, of course, but I definitely un- 
derstand people’s deep concerns on a personal, politi- 
cal, and legal level about their decision to cooperate. It 
feels to me like an incredibly complex, traumatic peri- 
od of the community’s history, and that there are many 
lessons to be learned from it. So what I am trying to do 
with my research is look at these different perspectives 
and make sense of them from a slightly different per- 
spective. 1 hope this can contribute to ongoing efforts 
to build organisations and communities more resilient 
to state repression and systemic oppression. 


Wiley: Having viewed our subculture both as a participant 
and as an outside academic observer, do you have any general 
conclusions about conflict and accountability in our move- 
ment? Any bits of advice for newer activists who want to 
nurture a culture of accountability and anti-oppression in 
their communities? 


Loki: I’ve been blessed with feedback from past and pres- 
ent community members in my project. Some folks sug- 
gested that I focus more on a critical analysis of the power 
relations at play rather than people’s individual actions. 
I think that’s something that can be important when it 
comes to accountability and anti-oppression work as well 
as in regards to Operation Backfire. To me, it’s important 
to hold people accountable for their individual actions in 
ways that also focus on longer-term plans of how to chal- 
lenge state repression and systemic oppression within our 
groups. I hope that my interviews about conflicts over 
safer spaces, anti-oppression, and state repression will be 
able to capture all sides of these conflicts, and can provide 
an opportunity to come to terms with that history and 
learn from it.X 


Loki is a practicing artist-storyteller and activist. Based pri- 
marily in Scotland, they have a background in environmen- 
tal and social justice organising. They are presently working 
with the Radical Independence Campaign in Scotland, 
promoting an alternative vision of independence from the 
British State. | 
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Grabbing Back: 

Essays Against the Global Land Grab 
Edited by Alexander Reid Ross 

AK Press; 2014 

Review by Onion 


Recommend 

For anyone concerned about a future 
where all workable land is in the hands 
of a few greedy capitalists. Anyone from 
small farmers to students to factory 
workers, from “intellectuals” to those 
who prefer action, can glean something 
from this spirited collection of interna- 
tional essays. 


The Good 

If one needs to feel inspired or 
angry, there are firsthand accounts of 
campaigns to save or repurpose land 
by Max Rameau, Yangtze River Delta 
Earth First!, and others. There are also 
more heady analytical essays by Noam 
Chomsky and Andrej Grubaci¢, for 
those who prefer to theorize about prob- 
lems on a cerebral level before taking 
action. Overall, the essays cover enough 
topics to leave the reader feeling more 
knowledgeable, while not getting so 
involved as to be overwhelming. Break- 
ing the book into two sections—one 
focusing on the Global North, the other 
on the Global South—made it more 
digestible. Finally, there was a flow to 
the seemingly separate topics that made 
connecting all the stories quite natural. 


The Not Great 

Although many different voices are 
represented in this collection, it feels 
like the vast majority of the pieces are 
by academic writers and activists. There 
were a few pieces that were longer than 
they needed to be, making it hard to 
read at times. 


eViews 
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Total Liberation: 

The Power and Promise of Animal 
Rights and the Radical Earth Move- 
ment 

by David Naguib Pellow 

University of Minnesota Press; 2014 
Review by Rabbit 


Recommend 
For sure. 


The Good 

A sorely needed modern overview 
and analysis of the Western radical 
eco-movement, catching us up from 
where previous books (like Rik Scarce’s 
1990 classic, Eco- Warriors) left off. This 
book is well-researched and substantive, 
and contains a timeline of environmen- 
tal and animal liberation campaigns 
and actions, as well as analysis on the 
intersectionality of diverse forms of op- 
pression (thus arguing the need for earth 
and animal liberation activists to strive 
for “total liberation”), Though an advo- 
cate for eco-activism—who has himself 
been investigated by the FBI for his 
research—Pellow doesn’t hold back his 
criticisms, and calls out what he feels are 
problematic behaviors and perspectives 
in the movement. This book is a good 
introduction for those unfamiliar with 
movement history, but also contains 
enough meaty stories, details and ideas 
to engage the well-read eco-activist. 


The Bad 

My main criticism is that Pellow 
speaks about total liberation (essentially 
the idea that all forms of oppression 
overlap, and that one must free all to 
free ariybody—my words, not his) as if 
it’s acommon term most forward-think- 
ing earth and animal liberation groups 
use. This is misleading, at least as far as 
the term itself, which at times the book 
seems to be an advertisement for. 


After Shock: 

Confronting Trauma in a Violent 
World; A Guide for Activists and Their 
Allies 

by pattrice jones 

Lantern Books; 2007 

Review by Onion 


Recommend 
For anyone who considers themself 
an activist or has an activist in their lives 


they would like to help support. 


The Good 

Whether we admit it or not, as 
activists we've all not only experienced 
trauma, but continue to live with it 
on a daily basis. While not exactly a 
“how-to,” this book explores the ways 
in which those who have dedicated 
their lives to fighting for a better world 
have to constantly disconnect from the 
horrible crimes being committed all 
around them in order to function. It 
gives suggestions on how to incorporate 
healing into our everyday lives in order 
to be not only better-functioning activ- 
ists, but also more complete people. 


The Not as Good 

While the author does a great job of 
pointing out the reasons why healing 
is an integral part of being an effective 
activist, she only briefly touches on the 
many potential tools one can use to 
achieve this. The one avenue she doesn't 
just gloss over is veganism, which, in my 
humble opinion, she dwells on for a bit 
too long. She makes it seem as if being a 
vegan is the be-all-end-all for self-care in 
the activist world. 


The Terrorization of Dissent: 
Corporate Repression, Legal Cor- 
ruption, and the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act 

Edited by Jason Del Gandio & Anthony 
J. Nocella || 

Lantern Books; 2014 

Review by Rabbit 


Recommend 

Specific chapters to people new 
to activism and state repression; the 
whole thing to AR and enviro kool-aid 
guzzlers. 


The Good 

Gives excellent coverage of the 
AETA and the context of state and 
corporate collusion and repression that 
allowed its creation. Each section has 
a lot to offer, including dissection of 
the word “terrorist” and its current use 
in politics, personal stories of fighting 
federal charges and grand juries, 
inspiring tales of activist organizing, and 
radical environmental theory. The first 
chapters set the stage for understanding 
repression of animal rights and other 
social activists, and the final ones offer 
personal insight and words of wisdom. 


The Bad 

Content gets redundant, as many 
chapters have their own intro to the 
AETA. There is also a lack of cohesion 
between some sections—not so much 
straddling the fence between radical and 
liberal, but rather playing a bit on both 
sides. For example, while one chapter 
identifies the AETA as a natural exten- 
sion of repressive early 20th century 
laws that made it illegal to advocate for 
the overthrow of the US government, 
another argues that the AETA is a waste 
of resources that could be used to stop 
the “true terrorists,” including “anti-gov- 
ernment radicals.” A little troubling. 
Also, skip the Forward, and maybe the 
Preface, as they do not offer much. 


Law of the Jungle: 

The $19 billion Legal Battle Over Oil 
in the Rain Forest and the Lawyer 
Who’d Stop at Nothing to Win. 

by Paul Barrett 

Crown Publishers; 2014 

Review by Touché 


Recommend 

For those keen on being submerged 
in one man’s summary of another's 
battle against Chevron’s blind exploita- 
tion; for those who wish to expand their 
judicial jargon; for anyone wanting to 
erupt in uneasy laughter. 


The Alright 

While the subject itself—Chevron’s 
profit-driven destruction of the Ecuador- 
ian jungle—is disheartening, it fosters 
healthy reflection on the oppressive 
tendency of outsiders to dichotomize a 
foreign situation into “good” and “evil” 
by embodying the role of protagonist. 
The story highlights the judicial system's 
inclination to complicate and corrupt 
situations rather than solving them. It also 
challenges the often romanticized notion 
that one can fight the system from within 
without eroding one’s values. 


The Not so Alright ; 

The story is inherently biased and 
generalized, focusing (almost awk- 
wardly) on Doniziger, the attorney 
filing against Chevron. Barrett high- 
lights the young lawyer's personal life 
without delving into the dynamics of 
other, equally important characters 
and events—such as those fighting the 
oil industry from their homelands in 
Ecuador, or the Ecuadorian judges who 
managed the eight-year litigation. Fur- 
thermore, Barrett has been accused of 
misrepresenting the interaction between 
parties and not citing his sources. Be- 
cause of this, it's hard to be sure what to 
believe—except the fact that attempting 
to hold corporations accountable from 
within the legislative system is often 
nothing but a futile brawl. 
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Visions 


Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


TILIKUM 


by CM. Wode 
The whales in the ocean 
Sleep well in their potion 
Of romantic asides 
Those man-killing strides 


For the wolves of the sea 
Care more for the stream 
Than terrestrial vermin 
Our arrogant sermon 


So now I sing 
For the riot of spring 
The birth right of earth 


Despite conceited worth 


Of self-immolating dreams 
Such mercenary schemes, 
That raise you up 

Only to pull you down 


UNTITLED 


by Ozzy 
I am an orphan of the wilderness 
born in the pristine groves of ancient woods 
fathered by feral shadows that stalk the night 
born in a womb of cradling vines and nurturing ferns 
the spring breeze filled me with breath 
and lightning ignited the fire in my soul 
the oak taught me strength and patience 
and the thorns taught me pain and resilience 
I wandered far and wide and lost my way 
lost in a jungle of steel and glass 
where soulless bodies shuffle through the days 
empty husks bled of all their hopes and dreams 
locked in a clockwork routine of empty existence 
they try to suck me into their web 
to tangle me in their lies and fears 
to snuff the flame that burns bright within my eyes 
they bite at me with their poisoned fangs 
to suck me dry of my memories and poison my dreams 
But I cling to the remembrance to feed the fire in my soul 
to burn away the fogs they cloud me with 
and draw strength from my ancestors 
I call upon the spirits that watch over the mountains and woods 
to harden my skin to their attacks 
and give me claws to rip free of their webs 
As I rend my way free of the web around me 
I loosen the strands binding those around me 
and in that brief moment of freedom 
their eyes flutter open and they draw a labored breath 
and for a split second they remember 
they remember the dreams that were stolen from them 
they remember the freedom of the starlit night 
of the dance of the hunt in the gentle moonlight 
and the remembrance kindles a spark within them 
and gives them strength to rip free of the web 
Like a ripple the remembrance spreads 
and creates a hole in the weave that continues to grow 
and the orphans of the wilderness rub the sleep from their eyes 
and shake the dust from their hair 
and see with a new-found clarity 
the path leading to their ancient home 
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A BETTER PLACE 


by Lynn Jacobs I KNOW WHY THE 
Sublime view south ALIENS DON’T LAND 
Range after range of purple mountains HERE 
Stretch the Mexican horizon 
Here, nestled between fabulous 9000" peaks by Sean Swain 
A wild, gentle saddle of oak, pine, juniper If there really are aliens, 
Here, too I know why they don’t land here 
Encircled with bouquets of colorful plastic flowers and say, “Hello,” 
A painted wood and metal sign: And develop a cultural-exchange pro- 
“Strangers pause here and remember pare 
David Greenberg — 12 They have zoomed around in saucers 
Mike Early — 16 And watched us from afar, 
Michael J. Ladue — 13 Studying our habits, 
Who passed to a better place. Observing how we live. 
Please respect this memorial.” They’ve seen us clearcut and toxify and 
exterminate. 


“Respect”?! “A better place”?! 

Few places are better than this 

With your ugly sign 

You desecrate this special spot 

With your pompous message 

You disrespect and disparage 

Our wonderful, diverse, bountiful, beautiful planet 


They zoom around in saucers now, 
Filled with unruly alien children 

And pointing at us from afar, 

At how we clearcut and toxify and exter- 
minate. 

If there really are aliens, 

I know why they don’t land here: 


Meanwhile, their bones crumble We are their “Scared Straight Program.” 


In a sterile, soulless city graveyard 


FOLLY 


by An tUlchabhan 
Out of the abyss sprung reality 
And from it sauntered man into his strife 
In time he conquered all he seen, with ease 
Then turned next and took his fellow man’s life 
And the Beast who came from caves to High rises 
Carry aloft club, knife, gun galore 
To maim fellow man for personal gain | 
Attracted not by good, but wealth’s allure 
No lessons has man learned from all these ages past 
Cast your eyes about the world soaked in bloodshed 
Conflicts and war in lands afar and future planned 
And the hands that guide those powers are soaked in red 
When will man see he has gone amiss? 
When his soul is cast back to the Abyss 


EarTH First! JouRNAL [49] Eostar 2015 


INews from ............ 


moe Eco- Wars 


EARLY JUNE MINK RELEASED FROM CZECH 
REPUBLIC FUR FARMS 

Over the course of two weeks, approximately 50 mink 
were freed from two farms and five pieces of equipment 
were damaged by an anonymous party. 
JUNE3 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT SABOTAGED 
IN GENOA, ITALY 

Anonymous individuals claimed responsibility for the sabo- 
tage of two excavators and one concrete mixer being used in 
the construction of the Treno Alta Velocita (TAV) high-speed 
railway project, which has seen resistance since the 90s. 
JUNES RALLY AGAINST VT FRACKED GAS 
PIPELINE 

Addison County residents and members of Rising Tide 
Vermont gathered outside the Department of Public Ser- 
vice to demand a suspension of the Vermont Fracked Gas 
pipeline project until concerns about soil and water con- 
tamination are addressed. Dangerous levels of Pentachlo- 
rophenol, a wood preservative used to treat utility poles, 
showed up in a Monkton resident’s drinking water after 
preparatory work for the pipeline began. 


JUNE 11 ARGENTINA’S ENVIRONMENT LAW 
SPARKS PROTESTS 

There were 26 arrests and several injuries when people 

took to the streets in response to the new Environment 

Law, which would allow Monsanto to set up shop in the 

province of Cérdoba. This law came after a nine-month 

blockade of a Monsanto seed processing plant. 


JUNE14 MOBILE SLAUGHTER UNIT SABOTAGED IN OR 
A mobile slaughter unit was sabotaged, causing thousands 
of dollars worth of damage and rendering the unit inop- 
erable. An anonymous communiqué dedicated this action 
to Marius and Eric. 


JUNE 16 SHUTDOWN OF TAR SANDS MINE 
CONSTRUCTION IN UT 

Women of Action Against Violent Extraction (WAAVE) 

surrounded and blocked off the lone bulldozer beginning 

construction on the US Oil Sands project. This project 

would destroy 32,000 acres of the East Tavaputs Plateau. 


|50| 


June-December 2014 


JUNE 20 COAL MINE OFFICES BLOCKADED IN WV 
Two activists with RAMPS and Mountain Justice locked 
together in front of Alpha Natural Resources’ office to 
protest the opening of new mines on Coal River Moun- 
tain. A third activist hung suspended from a flag pole with 
a banner that read “Save Coal River Mountain.” 


JUNE 21 THOUSANDS BLOCKADE RARE EARTH 
PROCESSING PLANT IN MALAYSIA 

About 1,000 protesters blocked the entrance of the Lynas Ad- 

vanced Materials Plant in Gebeng, Kuantan, pushing for the 

closure of the facility, due to concern over radioactive waste 

being generated by the plant. Sixteen arrests were made. 


JUNE 23 TREES SPIKED IN SOUTH FLORIDA 

Six-inch nails were driven into trees in areas of the Briger Forest 
slated to be torn down to make way for urban sprawl and bio- 
tech and animal testing labs. Signs were hung near the edges of 
the forest alerting workers to the presence of the spikes. 


JUNE 23 PROTESTERS BLOCK FRACKING TRUCKS 
ON ELSIPOGTOG TERRITORY 

Sixty people gathered to stop SWN Resources Canada 
from conducting seismic testing along Highway 126 in 
Kent County, New Brunswick. Twelve were arrested, in- 
cluding a woman eight months pregnant. Another woman 
was dragged from the shoulder of the road and punched 
in the face by a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer. 
JULY MORE MOBILE SLAUGHTER UNITS 
SABOTAGED IN PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


. Following up the sabotage of the Oregon slaughter unit 


owned by Shoe’s Mobile Slaughter and Processing, in ear- 
ly July a quart of bleach was poured into the fuel tank of 
a unit operated by Bolar Custom Meat Cutting. A few 
weeks later, a unit operated by Wards Custom Meat Cut- 
ting was sabotaged when a chemical abrasive was intro- 
duced to its fuel system. 

JULY 1 SABOTAGE AGAINST HIGH TENSION 
POWERLINE CONSTRUCTION IN 
CATALONIA 

An all-terrain vehicle used by Tensalm, a company sub- 
contracted by the Spain Electrical Network, was burned 


at a hotel in the Girona province. This was just one of over 70 
acts of sabotage carried out against the construction of the lines 
over the past year. 


JULY 2  “KNIT-IN” PROTEST AGAINST VT GAS 
PIPELINE PLAN 

Five women occupied the Vermont Utility waiting room, de- 

manding to speak to officials about the planned pipeline ex- 

pansion. After being told they needed an appointment, the 

women refused to leave, choosing instead to stay and knit. One 

arrest was made, 


APPROX JULY 3 YOUTH ACTIVISTS BARRICADE EXXON 
OIL TERMINAL IN NIGERIA 

The main entrances to ExxonMobil’s Qua Iboe Terminal were 

blockaded after the latest in a string of oil spills. The protesters 

said they wouldn't leave the area until the company fulfilled 

their promises of cleanup and compensation. 


JULY 7 GREENPEACE BLOCKS CHEVRON FRACK SITE 
IN PUNGESTI, ROMANIA 

Around 25 activists prevented a truck from entering an ex- 

ploratory fracking site by locking together with lockboxes and 

sitting in front of the entrance. A banner reading “No to Frack- 

ing” was displayed at the 15-hour protest. Police prevented 

media access for the entirety of the event. 


JULY 7 WORK STOPPED AT BIOMASS PLANT IN OR 
Activists with Cascadia Forest Defenders and Earth First! con- 
verged on the Seneca Jones biomass plant to protest their pri- 
vatization of public lands in the Elliott State Forest as well as 
their ongoing pollution of West Eugene. Two people locked 
themselves to equipment, effectively blocking biomass from 
being loaded into the incinerator. 


JULY 11 MINK FREED IN DENMARK 

Cages were opened at a fur farm near the town of Olgod and 
as many as 1,000 mink escaped. A large hole was created in the 
fence surrounding the farm. 


JULY 14 RISING TIDE TORONTO BLOCKADES LINE 9 
PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 

At least five activists used banners and their bodies to prevent 

work at a site where Enbridge was doing an “integrity dig” 

meant to repair some of the pipeline’s 12,000 “anomalies.” 


JULY 14 ANTI-FRACKING ACTIVISTS ARRESTED IN 
WASHINGTON DC 

Twenty-four people sat down in front of the Federal Energy Reg- 

ulatory Commission to protest the gas industry's applications to 

build as many as 14 liquified natural gas export terminals. 


JULY 14 ALF STINK-BOMBS VIVISECTION FRONT GROUP 
IN TORONTO 

The Animal Liberation Front targeted the Canadian Associa- 

tion for Laboratory Animal Science—an apologist group for 


a 


Protesters fight to keep a gate open at the Seneca Jones plant to 
prevent other activists from being trapped inthe facility, July 7, 2014. 


animal research projects—with butyric acid, which soaked 
through the carpet and into the floorboards, leaving behind 
an awful smell. 


JULY 19 PROTEST INTERRUPTS PIPELINE 
CONSTRUCTION IN NY ~ 

Work was halted on the Rockaway Lateral natural gas pipe- 

line in Brooklyn when protesters stormed into the drilling site 

chanting, “Go home, go home!” 


JULY 20 ARIZONA FOREST SERVICE ROADS SPIKED 
Unknown persons placed sharpened rebar on forest roads out- 
side of Flagstaff in an area frequented by off-highway vehicles. 
At least eight tires were slashed. 


JULY 21 BLOCKADE AND LOCKDOWN AT UTAH TAR 
SANDS MINE 

Following an action camp organized by Utah Tar Sands Re- 

sistance, about 80:activists halted construction at the first tar 

sands mine in the United States, owned by US Oil Sands. 

Three locked to equipment and 21 were arrested. 
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JULY 22 VANDALISM IN AUSTRALIA BLAMED ON ANTI- 
CULL ACTIVISTS 

The ACT Government blamed activists opposed to the govern- 

ment’s cull of kangaroos for smashed windows and punctured 

tires on eight government vehicles at a maintenance depot in 


Holder, Canberra. 


JULY 23. BLOCKADE AGAINST RARE EARTH METAL 
EXPLORATION IN SWEDEN 

Tasman Metals’ test drilling near Lake Vattern in Norra Karr 

was disrupted for 12 hours by protesters using bike locks to 

chain themselves to machines. Tasman neglected to press 

charges. Lake Vattern, which would be threatened by the drill- 

ing, provides 260,000 people with drinking water. 


Activists block the road to Tasman Metals’ test drilling site, 


July 23, 2014, 


JULY 30 RISING TIDE VERMONT BLOCKS PIPEYARD 
WITH SIT-IN 
Opponents of Vermont Gas’ fracked gas pipeline marched on 
the Williston pipe yard and linked arms to block the drive- 
way, demanding an end to construction. An order was issued 
to management informing Vermont Gas and its subcontractors 
that they were to stop work immediately. Participants left when 
police asked and no arrests were made. 
AUG 5 PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION SITE OCCUPIED IN 
ONTARIO 
Individuals from communities throughout southwestern On- 
tario interrupted work on a section of Enbridge’s Line 9 pipe- 
line, asserting that the line poses a danger to people, animals, 
land, and water. The group—equipped with tents, banners, 
and supplies—plans on occupying the site indefinitely. 


AUG 8 TAHLTAN FIRST NATION BLOCKADES BC MINE SITE 
In response to the recent Mount Polley mine tailings disaster, 
which spilled over 3.8 billion gallons of mining waste slurry 
into local river systems, the Klabona Keepers of the Tahltan 
First Nation blockaded Imperial Metals’ Red Chris copper and 


gold mine near Prince George. 


APPROX AUG 11 SABOTAGE AT MCDONALD’S 
CONSTRUCTION SITE IN PORTLAND, OR 
Bleach was poured into the fuel tanks of a dump truck, wa- 
ter pump and other heavy equipment. The communiqué cited 
“the wholesale slaughter of billions of sentient animals,” “the 
destruction of ecosystems and wild spaces,” and the company’s 
sponsorship of the FIFA World Cup in Brazil as motivations 
for the action. 
AUG 11 FOSSIL FUEL OPPONENTS STORM VT 
STATEHOUSE 
Following the Northeast Regional Climate Justice Gathering/ 
The Make, over 200 people marched through the Statehouse 
demanding a moratorium on new fossil fuel infrastructure, in- 
cluding a pipeline that would bring fracked gas from Alberta 
to New York. State Street was blocked for two hours by the 
procession. 


AUG 13 UTAH TAR SANDS MINING MACHINERY LOCKED UP 
A stuffed animal frog covered in tar sands and scrawled with mes- 
sages including “Kiss me, I’m dead” was U-locked to the front 
gates of the cage where the heavy machinery is stored. The com- 
muniqué from the action cited the millions of frogs and other 
animals downriver who would be impacted by tar sands mining. 
AUG 14 UKPROTESTERS OCCUPY FIELD NEAR 
PROPOSED FRACKING SITE 

Several hundred protesters occupied one of Cuadrilla’s planned 
drill sites east of Blackpool. Campaigner Inga Wilde ‘said, 
“Blackpool is the first location for fracking in the UK, the first 
test site. So we'd like to stop fracking here and fracking every- 
where else in the country.” 


APPROX AUG 16 MINK RELEASED FROM QUEBEC FUR 
FARM 
Hundreds of mink were set free from a St.-Hyacinthe-area fur 
farm by an anonymous party. The action occurred just a week 
after the Montreal SPCA reported that foxes and mink at the 
facility were being kept in inhumane conditions. 
AUG 18 UKACTIVISTS COORDINATE MULTIPLE ANTI- 
FRACK ACTIONS 
In London, three activists superglued themselves to the doors 
of the Department of Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs, 
using lockboxes to further prevent access. In East Yorkshire, 
protesters occupied and shut down a new fracking site. In 
Wales, a group shut down a construction project at Swansea 
University to protest the school’s funneling money into frack- 
ing research. The actions were coordinated by campaigners 
from the Reclaim the Power camp at Blackpool. 


AUG 18 TREESIT LAUNCHED ON BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA 
For two days, a lone protester sat atop a 70-foot-high platform 
to prevent 830 trees from being cleared for a shopping complex. 


AUG 13 TREES SPIKED IN SOLIDARITY WITH 
BAINBRIDGE TREESIT 

“Some anarchists” used ceramic rods to spike approx. 1/8th of 
the trees in an area of Bainbridge Island slated to be clearcut. 
AUG 20 CHESAPEAKE EF! BLOCKADES NATURAL GAS 
OFFICE IN DC 

In opposition to the Cove Point liquid natural gas export and 
liquefaction facility that Dominion Energy is proposing to 
build in southern Maryland, two activists locked their necks to 
the front doors of America’s Natural Gas Alliance’s office build- 
ing, blocking the entrance for two and a half hours. 

AUG 20 STUDENTS IN NJ ARRESTED PROTESTING 
POWER PLANT 

Three members of Students for a Just and Stable Future chained 
their feet and superglued their hands together in front of the 
doors to Footprint Power's headquarters. The group opposes 
Footprint’s plan to build a natural gas plant in Salem, MA. 
AUG 20‘ TAHLTAN ELDERS ERECT HUNTING BLOCKADE 
IN BC 

The blockade is a response to unregulated moose hunting 
on Tahltan territory. The Tahltan say the excessive hunting 
threatens the sancity of both their land and their tradition- 
al practices, and have closed Highway 51 to any hunters at- 
tempting to trespass. 


In mid-September the Wildlife Defence League joined 
the Klabona Keepers to support and defend the trophy 
hunting blockade. 


AUG 21 FOUR VANCOUVER CHEVRON STATIONS SHUT 
DOWN WITH BIKE LOCKS 

A small group of activists used U-locks and chains to lock to- 
gether 80 gas and diesel pumps at four Chevron stations, tem- 
porarily putting them out of operation. A video of the action 
promised ongoing solidarity with the Unist’ot'en community, 
who have been fighting for years to keep resource extraction 


projects out of their territory. 


LOCKDOWN HALTS PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 
IN MI 

Two activists with Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands (MI- 
CATS) locked their necks to a truck as it left a Precision pipe- 
line storage yard, causing a backup of trucks unable to exit the 
yard. Precision is expanding Enbridge Line 6B, which is sched- 
uled to pump a large volume of tar sands through the region. 


AUG 25 


AUG 25 ACTIVISTS OCCUPY BULLFIGHT ARENA IN FRANCE 
Around 150 members of the anti-bullfight group CRAC Eu- 
rope linked arms in the center of an arena in southwestern 
France. Four were sent to the hospital after police used 

pepper spray, tear gas, and batons to disperse protesters. 

AUG 26 ~LUUTKUDZIIWUS CLOSE TERRITORY TO LNG 
TRAFFIC 

Access to the Luutkudziiwus territory within the Gitzsan Na- 
tion was closed to all liquified natural gas traffic and unautho- 
rized industrial activity in response to TransCanada’s proposed 
Prince Rupert Gas Transmission pipeline project. The pipeline 
would impact Luutkudziiwus’ rights and title, and would have 
adverse effects on fish, wildlife habitats, natural resources, and 
social, cultural and economic value of the area. 


“PEOPLE’S EMINENT DOMAIN” DECLARED AT 
VT CEO’S HOME 

Green Mountain EF! projected Gasland, a documentary about 
the dangers of fracking, onto the side of Vermont Gas Sys- 
tems (VGS) CEO Don Gilbert’s house. The action was meant 
to highlight the use of eminent domain threatened by VGS 
in their construction of the fracked gas pipeline in Addison 
County. 


AUG 29 


APPROX AUG 30 CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY 
SABOTAGED IN ISTANBUL 
In their communiqué, FAI/IRF said: “[W]e attacked a yellow 
beast, which only has a task to dig concrete disintegrating the 
land, which takes an active role in the clear-cut of forests and 
in the urbanization of the last places remaining without con- 
crete, by cutting the blood stream and defusing the connec- 
tion between its organs.” The action was part of the Anarchist 
Prisoners Global Week of Solidarity (August 23-30), and was 
dedicated to Tamara Sol Farias Vergara and Nikos Maziotis. 
AUG 30 FOURTEEN ARRESTED PROTESTING FAROE 
ISLAND WHALE HUNT 
Members of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society were ar- 
rested while attempting to save a pod of 33 pilot whales that 
were being driven to shore to be killed by hunters. Six 
onshore crew members were found guilty and three of Sea 
Shepherd’s boats were seized. 
EARLY SEPT FOXES LIBERATED FROM FUR FARM IN 
POLAND 
Over 80 foxes were rescued from the fur farm. A video was 
released of the action. 
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ZAD activists bury themselves in a road to 
blockade work on the Sivens dam. 


SEPT1 ASHANINKA TRIBE MEMBERS SUSPECTED 
KILLED BY ILLEGAL LOGGERS IN PERU 

One of the four victims was Edwin Chota, a leader of the 
Alto TamayaSaweto indigenous community who was known 
for fighting illegal loggers. He and the others were last seen 
‘walking through their ancestral homelands to meet with other 
tribe members to discuss logging and drug trafficking problems 
along the Peru/Brazil border. Their bodies were discovered after 
several days missing. 

SEPT4 PROTESTERS LOCK TO KINDER MORGAN FENCE 
INCA 

About 12 people locked down with U-locks and lockboxes to 
a fence at the Kinder Morgan rail terminal in Richmond to 
oppose the company’s transport of crude oil-by-rail. 


SEPT8 KLABONA KEEPERS TAKE OVER DRILL PAD IN BC 
Tahltan elders and families from Iskut occupied and shut down 
a Black Hawk drill pad doing exploratory drilling without the 
community's consent. Cuttings from the drill site had been 
overflowing into a small lake that feeds into Eddontenajon 
Lake, the Tahltan’s primary area for trout fishing. 

SEPT8 ENVIRONMENTAL AND GENDER RIGHTS 
GROUPS OCCUPY WA BILLBOARD 
Demonstrators from the Trans and/or Women’s Action Camp 
(TWAC) and the Gender Alliance of the South Sound staged 
a dance party at a billboard along I-5. They installed a banner 
reading, “Transgender Health, Not Fossil Fuel Wealth,” tying 
together the fact that public taxes are subsidizing the fossil fuel 
industry at the expense of individual citizens while transgen- 
der citizens are commonly denied health coverage for necessary 
drugs, therapy and procedures. 

SEPT8  ZAD PROTESTERS BURY THEMSELVES IN 

ROAD TO STOP 
MACHINERY IN 
FRANCE 
Following a protest 
against the Sivens 
dam and the re- 
pressive violence 
that has come to 
those who oppose 
its construction, 
five demonstra- 
tors buried them- 
selves up to their 
shoulders to block 
machinery in the 
threatened wetland 
area where 94 pro- 
tected species live. 


SEPT 12 NEW UK GLAXOSMITHKLINE LABORATORY 
BURNT DOWN 

Several small fires of unknown origin burnt down the Carbon 

Neutral Laboratory for Sustainable Chemistry at Nottingham 

University. The £12 million laboratory is due to open next year. 


SEPT 13 MASS DEMONSTRATION AGAINST WASTE 
INCINERATOR IN CHINA 

About 20,000 people marched through Huizhou City to op- 

pose the construction of what would be the largest waste incin- 

eration plant of its kind in Asia. Although most of the march 

was peaceful, dozens were wounded and at least 16 arrested 

when police tried to disperse the crowd. 


SEPT 16 TWOCHAIN THEMSELVES TO VT PIPELINE 

The action took place a day before the Public Service Board 
began a process which could result in the revocation of permits 
Vermont Gas needs to continue construction. Work was halted 
around 3:45 PM, and did not resume for the rest of the day. 


SEPT 17 CHINESE ABALONE FARMERS SHUT DOWN 
SHIPYARD AND SMASH EQUIPMENT 

The Fujian Huadong Shipyard suspended operations after 500 

farmers stormed the yard and smashed the office, blaming the 

yard’s water pollution for killing their abalone harvest. 


SEPT 18 ELF VANDALIZES AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARK 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE VEHICLES 

From an anonymous communiqué: “NPWS were targeted 
for their part in the war on wildlife, with an extended histo- 
ry, and a continuing habit of dumping 1080 poison (sodium 
fluoroacetate) into wild places, all under the public guise of 
‘conservation.’ ... To express our outrage, under the cover of 
night, we entered their depot on Darug/Gundungurra Coun- 
try (Blackheath, NSW). During our short visit, two vehicles 
were set upon fire leaving tyres slashed, windscreens smashed 
and a little additive into the fuel, just to sweeten the deal.” 


SEPT19 SEASHEPHERD CREW MEMBERS ARRESTED IN 
FAROE ISLANDS 

Three members of Sea Shepherd’s pilot whale and small ceta- 
cean defense campaign were arrested for preventing hundreds 
of Atlantic white-sided dolphins from reaching the killing 
shores of the Faroe Islands. The Danish Navy chased, board- 
ed and seized Sea Shepherd’s boat and arrested the activists, 
charging them with “harassment” of the dolphins. 


SEPT 21 QUEBEC: ANTI-INDUSTRIAL SABOTAGE IN 
SOLIDARITY WITH EVICTED ALGONQUIN 
PROTESTERS 

From an anonymous communiqué: “We've set fire to a rail- 

road telecomm cable linking Brigham to Sherbrooke (Qc) to 

the US, thinking about the Algonquin people recently evicted 
from a resistance camp and detained in Gatineau... Some fuel 
was dropped through an opening in the steel casing of the ca- 
bles, then set on fire.... It is noteworthy that this railway line is 


the exact same on which the tar sands train used to pass, taking 
the lives of a hundred people last year.” 


SEPT 23 UK COAL TRAIN UNLOADED 

Greenpeace halted a freight train transporting 1,500 tons of 
coal to Cottam power station in north Nottinghamshire. A 
large polar bear model was later placed on tracks to block the 
train, cutting off the main supply route to the power station, 
as activists unloaded the coal. 


SEPT 23 TAR SANDS CONSTRUCTION DISRUPTED IN UT 
Three activists dressed as chipmunks stopped construction 
at the site of the first tar sands mine in the US by putting 
their bodies in front of equipment. The Canadian company’s 
32,000-acre leaseholdings are on traditional Ute land with sec- 
tions of the tar sands project straddling the boundary of the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservation. Five people were arrested. 


SEPT 24 COALITION BLOCKS HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
TO PROTECT CA WETLANDS 

Approximately 30 people blocked dump trucks at both en- 
trances to the Willits Bypass northern interchange construction 
zone, halting nearly all soil dumping for the day. The bypass 
project cuts through native land and has faced intense opposi- 
tion by way of treesits, lockdowns, and protests by community 
residents. 


SEPT 24 FRENCH ACTIVISTS LIGHT BARRICADES IN 
AIRPORT RESISTANCE 

Street barricades were lit on fire in response to the eviction of 

the Herbin family from the village of Liminbout on the ZAD 

de Notre-Dame-Des-Landes. The eviction occurred to make 

way for construction of an airport project. 


SEPT 25 ALF RELEASES 30 FOXES FROM IA FUR FARM 
The communiqué noted that the raid only required $40 in gas, 
$20 in tools, and a few hours to execute. 


SEPT 28 DIRECT ACTIONS SUSPEND WORK AT FOUR 
AUSTRALIAN MINES 

About 150 activists disrupted mining operations at several sites 
in northern New South Wales, targeting four mines and a coal 
loader. Four protesters chained themselves to access points at 
the Maules Creek project. Two scaled the coal loader at the 
Werris Creek mine. At the Tarrawonga mine at Boggabri, a pro- 
tester climbed a tripod while three others chained themselves 
together across the road. Two protesters chained themselves to 
a gate at the Rocglen mine near Gunnedah, and another pair 
chained themselves to a gate at the Gunnedah coal handling 
plant. 


SEPT 29-NOV 6 NORTHERN CREE OCCUPY DAM IN 
ALBERTA 
Northern Cree First Nation began occupying a hydroelec- 


tric dam over longstanding grievances with Manitoba Hy- . 


dro, including issues of land rights and a “Northern Flood 


blockade the world's largest coal port for nine hours. 


Agreement” that is supposed to compensate northern Mani- 
toba First Nations affected by hydro development. The camp 
was maintained in shifts for over a week until an agreement was 
finally struck. 


WOMEN HALT ENBRIDGE LINE 9B PIPELINE 
OPERATIONS IN MONTREAL 

Three activists attached themselves to a fence with heavy chains 
and bicycle locks at Enbridge’s headquarters for four hours be- 
fore being arrested. The action was protesting the flow reversal 
of Enbridge’s Line 9B oil pipeline. 


OCT 7 


OCT 7 PROTESTERS STOP MAUNA KEA TELESCOPE 
GROUNDBREAKING IN HI 

A groundbreaking and Hawaiian blessing ceremony for one 
of the world’s largest telescopes quickly came to an end when 
several dozen standing, sitting and chanting protesters on an 
access road prevented a caravan from reaching the event. The 
group opposes plans to build on the mountain, which is con- 
sidered sacred by native Hawaiians. 

OCT 13 CONSTRUCTION VEHICLES TORCHED BY ALF/ 
ELF IN AUSTRALIA 

Incendiary devices and accelarants were strategically placed on 
three machines at a Pepe’s Ducks construction site in Cunning- 
ar. Pepe's is the biggest Australian supplier of factory duck meat. 
OCT14  TS’KA7 WARRIORS BURN DOWN IMPERIAL 
METALS BRIDGE IN BC 

A statement from the Warriors read: “With much discussion 
with Elders Councils and around Sacred fires and ceremonies 
the Secwepemc Ts’ka7 Warriors have acted out their collective 
responsibility and jurisdiction to and in the Ts’ka7 area by de- 
activating the Imperial Metals Ruddock Creek mine road. Im- 
perial Metals Corporation never asked for or received free, prior 
and informed consent to operate in Secwepemce Territory.” 
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OCT 17 Warriors from 1e different Pacific Islands nations 


MID-OCT TROPHY HUNTER EVICTED FROM SACRED 
WATERS IN BC 

The Wildlife Defence League and Klabona Keepers blocked a 

hunter's vehicle by sitting in front of it and handing the driver 

an eviction notice. The hunter nearly ran the protesters over, 

but the situation was diffused. These hunters are now banned 

from entering the Klappan Range. 


OCT17 ~~ PACIFIC ISLAND WARRIORS BLOCKADE COAL PORT 
Thirty Climate Change Warriors from 12 Pacific Island nations 
paddled canoes into the Newcastle, Australia, coal port, joining 
a flotilla of hundreds of Australians to delay eight of the twelve 
ships scheduled to pass through the port during the nine-hour 
blockade. 
OCT 17 NORTHERN DAM STATION EVICTED BY 
PROTESTERS IN BC 

Members of the Pimicikamak Cree Nation forced employees 
out of the Jenpeg generating station and delivered an oversized 
eviction notice to staff. 

OCT 21 HALIFAX RESIDENTS AND MI’KMAQ BLOCK 
ALTON GAS’ GATES 

About 40 residents blocked all entryways into the construction 
site of an Alton Gas liquid natural gas storage facility for most 
of the day. 
OCT 24 ACTIVISTS BLOCKADE NY FRACKED GAS 
STORAGE FACILITY 

Protesters calling themselves We Are Seneca Lake congregated 
for a rally and human blockade at the gates of the compressor 
station site where Crestwood Midstream is scheduled to begin 
construction on a massive underground gas storage depot. 


OCT2S5 MINKS FREED FROM FUR FARM IN ITALY 
Unexpected visitors cut as much fence as possible and opened 
all the cages in two structures full of mink on a ranch in Scorzé. 


OCT 26-NOV 26 ACTIONS FOR REMI FRAISSE 

On Oct 26, 21-year-old Rémi Fraisse died after being shot in 
the back by a concussion grenade during a standoff between 
police and opponents of the Sivens dam project in France. 
Actions followed across the continent. On Oct 30, hundreds 
throughout Paris, Lyon and other French cities gathered in 
protest. On Nov 4, an excavator and a drilling machine were 
torched-at a construction site in Brussels, and the message “For 
Rémi” was left behind in spray paint. On Nov 22, around 800 
protesters marched in Toulouse and 1,200 marched in Nantes. 
On Nov 26, in England, a vehicle belonging to natural gas 
multinational Gaz de France was burned, along with two lux- 
ury sports cars and a vehicle belonging to OCS, one of the 
largest security companies in the UK. 


OCT 27 MASS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AGAINST FOSSIL 
FUELS IN VT 

More than 100 community members staged a sit-in at Gov- 
ernor Shumlin’s office to protest his fossil fuel infrastructure 
policy. Some 64 people were arrested. The event was hosted 
by Rising Tide Vermont, Just Power, The Vermont Worker's 
Center and others who seek to pressure the Governor to with- 


draw support for Vermont Gas Systems’ natural gas pipeline 
expansion. 
OCT 30 COAL MINE BLOCKED WITH TRIPOD IN 
AUSTRALIA 

Kicking off a weekend of action against Whitehaven’s contro- 
versial Maules Creek coal mine, a concerned citizen scaled a 
tripod on Whitehaven’s Tarrawonga haul road, blocking trucks 
trying to leave the mine. Aquifers in the area are predicted to 
drop by up to two meters because of the new coal mine, which 
would be the largest in Australia. 

OCT 30 RHODE ISLANDERS ARRESTED DURING ANTI- 
FRACK SIT-IN 

Three members of Fighting Against Natural Gas (FANG) were 
arrested for occupying Senator Jack Reed’s office and urging 
him to stop supporting Spectra’s fracked gas pipeline expan- 
sions. The Algonquin pipeline expansions would bring gas 
from fracking fields in Pennsylvania through New England, 
expanding five compressor stations. 


NOV 1 100+ ARRESTED AT THE FEDERAL REGULATORY 
COMMISSION IN DC 

As part of a week against Extreme Energy, protesters organized 

a series of blockades in shared defiance against the fracking 

industry. 


NOVe BLOCKADES AGAINST WHITEHAVEN COAL IN 
AUSTRALIA 

A young woman locked herself to the inside of a car and 
blocked the main access point to Maules Creek mine. A railway 
line being built inside the mine site was blocked by another 
woman suspended in a tree with the support rope going across 
the construction site, and a third woman locked herself to a 
super digger. 


NOV 3 DIRECT ACTION HALTS CONSTRUCTION OF MD 
LNG EXPORT TERMINAL 

The president of Accokeek Mattawoman Piscataway Creeks 
Communities Council locked herself to a piece of equipment 
at a construction site to protest the recent federal approval of 
Dominion’s Cove Point natural gas export terminal on the 
Chesapeake Bay. The next day, nine activists wearing jumpsuits 
and hard hats scaled a large dirt mound at the construction 
of a pier that would service the facility. Three protestors were 
stopped by sheriff's deputies, but six reached the summit and 
held a banner that read, “WE > Dominion Profits.” 


NOV 3 FIFTEEN ARRESTED IN NY ANTI-GAS BLOCKADE 
AT FINGER LAKES 

In a third week of action, protesters blocked the gates of Texas- 
based Crestwood Midstream’s gas storage facility on the shore 
of Seneca Lake for two hours. 

NOV 6 EIGHT HIGHWAY PROTESTERS KIDNAPPED BY 
GOVERNMENT IN CHIAPAS 

People of Xochicuautla and surrounding communities disap- 
peared during a long-standing demonstration against the re- 
gional road development that threatens their ancestral land. 
Over 200 riot police armed with weapons and helicopters 
shadowed the area. 

NOV 7 LOCKDOWN HALTS DESTRUCTION OF 
FLORIDA'S BRIGER FOREST 

Members of Everglades Earth First! disabled a van at the en- 
trance to Kolter Development's illegal land clearing in Palm 
Beach Gardens. Two people locked themselves to the vehicle’s 
frame to protect the 681-acre Briger Forest. 

NOV10 TRUCK AND TRAILER TORCHED AT CATTLE 
FEEDLOT IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Machinery was engulfed in flames at a Rural Exports and Trad- 
ing cattle feedlot near Mundijong. The facility is directly tied 
to multiple cases of animal abuse, shipping creatures from one 
suffocating and oppressive situation to another. “Stop Live Ex- 
ports” was spray painted on a building near the site. 

NOV10 VEHICLES TORCHED AT FOIE GRAS PRODUCER 
IN FRANCE 

At dawn, 11 vehicles (cars, trucks and vans) at the Valette 
foie gras company in Gourdon were set on fire. The company 
slaughters 1,300,000 ducks each year. 


ALBERTA NATURAL GAS PIPELINE SHOT WITH 
HIGH-POWERED RIFLE 
An anonymous rebel shot the high-pressured Talisman Energy 


NOV 19 


Pipeline, releasing a heavy stream of gas. 
NOV1S DENE TRAPPERS BLOCK OIL COMPANIES IN 
NORTHWESTERN SASKATCHEWAN 

After the Dene people of Ducharme—who have lived off the 
land for centuries—found their trap line access cut off by se- 
curity gates, they blockaded a road oil companies use to access 
exploration camps. The past six and a half years have seen a 
rush for mineral and oil exploration in the area. 


The aftermath of the Novemb 
Exports and Trading feedlot. 


CONFRONTATION ESCALATES OVER COAL 
MINES IN NORTHERN GREECE 
When residents in Skouries gathered to protest the pollution 


NOV 23 


caused by the area's gold mines, Greek police used chemicals 
and stun grenades to prevent the crowd from entering the Hel- 
las Gold SA site. Protesters responded by throwing stones at 
the police. 
NOV 28 LOCKDOWNS IN UK AS POLICE DISMANTLE 
ANTI-FRACKING CAMP 

Protests against underground gas drilling continued after bai- 
liffs evicted protesters from an encampment on a farm in Wrex- 
ham. Another encampment was set up across the road to keep 
an eye on proceedings. 

NOV 30 LOCKDOWN ON COAL SUPER DIGGER IN 
AUSTRALIA 

In a show of solidarity, eight Canberrans responded to a call 
for help from the Maules Creek community, who has been 
impacted by Whitehaven Coal’s mine in the Leard State 
Forest. The group swarmed a super digger operating in the 
project site and demanded the government divest its shares 
from Whitehaven Coal. 

DEC 3 TWO ARRESTED IN MD FOR LOCKDOWN AT LNG 
CONTRACTOR 

Two activists with We Are Cove Point locked themselves to the 
doors of the offices of [HI/Kiewit in Lusby to draw attention to 
the company’s involvement in the Dominion Cove Point LNG 
export terminal project. If constructed, the project will increase 
hydraulic fracturing for methane and expand the dangerous in- 
frastructure needed to transport it. K 
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er 10 arson at Rural 


UN AFIRST NAME BASIS 
WITH ECO-PRISONERS 


by No Rulerz! Crosswords, Inc. 


hand drawn crossword puzzles for the revolution 


For puzzle hints, info on the content, 
or to give feedback and ideas, write 
tO: NORULERZ@RISEUP.NET 


{starred clues are on the puzzle theme} 


ACROSS: 
*1 former earth liberation prisoner convicted of sabotaging 
mountain lion hunts 
3 safe(r) space gathering 
*6 former green scare prisoner convicted of car dealership 
arson 
8 anti-speciesist movement acronym 
8 2013 EF! gathering location 
10 yearly EF! gathering 
11 ~~ what hippies do in dirty sleeping bags 
*13 the Snake, green scare informant 
16 mining target 
18 = ALF raid target 
20 first word of 2007 anti-civ comic book title 
21 banner sight 
25 = word with oppression or flag 


26 = The Final , series of fur farm raid manuals 
27 animal rights org. known for controversial publicity 
stunts 


28 biotechnology 

30 ~=words to law enforcement officer 

31 second in the climbing safety ABCs 

33 gas has been known to come out of these near fracking 


sites 
*35 dont call him , his name is Marius now 
38 = what you'll have to do with your cell phone after collapse 
39 up, HIV/AIDS-focused direct action group 


40 vegan “fish” substitute (no longer on market) 
42 iconic sabotage tool 


DOWN: 


Africa, MOVE member and survivor of 
1985 police bombing 
Do __ Die 
anon. software 
young of Great Lakes species recently relisted as 
endangered 
gender neutral pronoun (dated) 
antlered beast 
word with in or arian 

Creek, EF! road blockade 

potential consequence of direct action 
get this into gear to defend the earth! 
banner sight 
yearly Earth First! gathering 


tool used by anti-whaling org. Sea Shepherd 


22 
23 


24 
27 
29 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
41 


consequence of petroleum extraction 
british recording artist known for controversial 
music videos 
Creek, EF! treesit 

word muttered after 30 across 
___ ___, Darby? (or Brutus) 
I think he’s got a ____ him 
word with defense or prisoner 
the oaks (Minnehaha Free State) 

Naess, coiner of term “Deep Ecology” 
Gaia, informally 
env. org. with panther logo 
sunny season at the ZAD du Testet 
acronym of pessimism or enthusiasm 
Q: Why do Canadian anarchists like donuts? A: 
Because they're a circle, __! 
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THE NORTH AMERICA 
ANIMAL LIBERATION 
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Fighting for justice for all of 
those affected by the food 
Tne front supply chain, including the 

gee i animals, the workers, 
vpines Ot communities, and more. 


News £rom 


ww w.foodispowe! ore 


www. veganmexicanfood.con 
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THINK OF HOW 
ACCOMPLISH TAKE T0 THESTREETS. 
phe ne STOP THE LAB. 


CONTACT US AND LET'S 


BUILD COALITIONS! April 25, 2015 
WWW.NARN.ORG 


NORTHWEST ANIMAL RIGHTS NETWORK 


ANAL LBERATION, LO DEFENSE #0 SOLRRITY MARCH ON yy” 


, Of . 
ANNUALCONFERENCE& PUBLICATION robber bu ea LPB 
WWW.RESISTANCEECOLOGY.ORG NoNewAnimalLab.com 
INFO@RESISTANCEECOLOGY.ORG 


OCEAN = ? | Printmaking 
DEFENDERS Bg stent 
ALLIANCE (Hk a | ecological justice 


Working for a debris free sea 


FOOD OE BONES 


Food Not Bombs groups recover 
and share free vegan and 
vegetarian food with the public 
to protest war, poverty and the 
destruction of the environment. 


There are over 500 autonomous 
Food Not Bombs chapters 
worldwide. To find a group 


in your area, or for tips and F R § E N D Ss 


resources to help you start your o f the 
own, visit FOODNOTBOMBS,NET CLEARWATER 


CONSPIRACY 


GUBMEDIATY 


COVERING THE FABNTLINES a 


3 RAID 


LEARN. SUPPORT. SHARE. 
VIEWING DOWNLOAD 
WE'RE BACK - ORDER #17 TODAY. VIEWING | AND [| DOWNLOAD | 


DirectAction.info/magazine.htm WWW.THETALONCONSPIBACY.COM 
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WHAT LYNX HERBAL TEA Jes “a i 
Seay 


Mountain Rose Herbs makes a | 

donation to non-profit orgaizations 
like Cascadia Wildlands, We 
Environmental Law Center, 
Oregon Wild with every orde 
place. These planet guardi 
to preserve our ie 
the Pacific Northwest a = 


ial 


nrotiileed hat ak 
species will be 


moun tainrose herb: 


YOUR CHOICES HOLD POWER. WHEN YOU SUPPORT US, WE SUPPORT THEM. 


You can learn more about lynx recovery by visiting www.westerniaw.org. 
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Ute Earth Firs 


ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 


Have you ever dreamt of finding yourself curled in 
a hardwood copse full of glacial erratics, beneath 
maple and ash leaves, listening to the inquiring 
twitter of the oven bird and the soul-stirring and 
strangely nostalgic harmony of the hermit thrush’s 
song? Or jumping into a deep, green, kettle pond? 
Or sharing stories around a fire of encounters with 
the wild, nearly averted disasters, and your heart’s 
deepest desires of freedom and insurrection? Well 
then, this is your chance! If you have never been 
to an Earth First! Round River Rendezvous before, 
you are in for a real adventure. It will consist of a 
week of workshops, trainings, storytelling, music, 
and poetry, with plenty of opportunities to hear 
updates on campaigns and struggles, to connect 
with lots of amazing folks from all over the conti- 
nent, and to bond during the post-Rondy action 
(keep your eyes out for a public action callout). 
The 2015 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous, 
hosted by Green Mountain Earth First!, will be held 
on occupied Abenaki land in so-called Vermont, 
July 1-8. The ancestors of today’s Abenaki are the 
original inhabitants of what is now Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Maine, and Southern Quebec. The 
word Abenaki is derived from Wobanakik, which 


means “dawn land” or “eastern land.” 


Many of the people organizing this summer's 
gathering are currently involved in a campaign to 
stop a fracked gas pipeline that will run along the 
Lake Champlain valley and the lake Champlain 
watershed—home to beluga whales! 

The process of collective liberation has been 
a challenging part of the last several EF! gather- 
ings. The intention of this RRR is to firmly root 
our work together in growing truly intersectional 
movements. We are excited to continue to address 
questions of how to build from past conversations. 

We recognize that the same violence which per-" 
meates our relationships with the Earth permeates. 
our relationships with one another and ourselves. ¥ R 
Biocentrism + Deep Ecology + Anti-Oppression . 
+ Solidarity = Eco-liberation! We cannot confront i, 3 
the forces destroying the Earth without confront? . 
ing the systems of power destroying subsistence *” 
cultures and exploiting people of color and other aie 
oppressed groups around the planet. 

We are excited to extend an invitation to learn 
from, lend our strength to, and deepen the ties of 
solidarity with the collective future we are dream- 
ing into being. 


eat 7 a 


Check. GReeNmMOuUNTAINEARTHFIRST.TUMBLR.COM for updates and directions. Please contact us: at’ 
GMEF@nriseup.net with any workshop proposals, questions, etc. 


ECO ACTION DIRECTORY 


UNITED STATES 
Civil Liberties Defense Center 


CLDC.ORG 


Rising Tide North America 


RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 


Root Force 
ROOTFORCE.ORG 


TWAC (Trans and/or Womyn's 
Action Camp} 


TWAC, WORDPRESS.COM 


ARIZONA 
Black Mesa Indigenous Support 


BLACKMESAIS.ORG 


No Mas Muertes/No More Deaths 
NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 
CALIFORNIA 

Earth First Humboldt! 


EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 


Santa Barbara Earth First! 
FREEAWARENESS@GMAIL.COM 
(805) 708-7871 


Save Our Little Lake Valley 


SAVELITTLELAKEVALLEY.ORG 


Sierra Nevada Earth First! 


MIKEBE64@GMAIL.COM 


COLORADO 


Southwest Earth First! 
SOUTHWESTEARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS. 
COM 


DistTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Chesapeake Earth First! 


CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 


FLORIDA 
Everglades Earth First! 


EVERGLADESEARTHFIRST.NET 


Longleaf Earth First! 
LONGLEAFEF.COM 
GEORGIA 
Chattahoochee Earth First! 
DIRTYSOUTH_EF@RISEUP.NET 
ILLINOIS 

Chicago Earth First! 
ARCANE@RIPCO.COM 
INDIANA 

Glacier’s Edge Earth First! 


GLACIERSEDGE@RISEUP.NET 


Name 
Address 
City 
State/Country 
Telephione 


Email 


MAINE 

Stop the East-West Corridor 
STOPTHECORRIDOR.ORG 
MARYLAND 

Savage Mountain Earth First! 
SAVAGEMOUNTAINEF@RISEUP.NET 
MICHIGAN 

Detroit Coalition Against Tar Sands 
D-CATS.ORG 

Fen Valley Earth First! 


FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST. WORDPRESS.COM 
Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands 
MICHIGANCATS.ORG 
Mowntana/ IDAHO 

Buffalo Field Campaign 


BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 


Seeds of Peace 
SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 


Wild Idaho Rising Tide 


WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 


Yellowstone Wolf Patrol 
WOLFPATROL.ORG 


NEBRASKA 

Earth First! Nebraska 
BUFFALOBRUCE I @GMAIL.COM 
New Yor«k/ 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Hudson Valley Earth First! 


HUDSONVALLEYEARTHFIRST. 
WORDPRESS.COM 


* Marcellus Shale Earth First! 


MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST.ORG 


Wetlands Activism Collective 
WETLANDS-PRESERVE.ORG 


NortTH CAROLINA 
Katuah Earth First! 


KATUAHEARTHFIRST.ORG 


Piedmont Earth First! 
PIEDMONTEARTHFIRST.ORG 


OHIO 

Appalachia Resist! 
APPALACHIARESIST. WORDPRESS.COM 
OKLAHOMA 

Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance 
GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 
OxLaHOoMA/ TExas 


Cross Timbers Earth First! 
CROSSTIMBERSEF.COM 


Zip 


C) Yes! I would like to receive email updates 


Buying a subscription as a gift? 
Friend/school/library/prisoner name & address: 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
27803 WituiaMs LANE 
Fossit, OR 97830 


BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITY.WORDPRESS. 


COM 


Coast Range Forest Watch 


COASTRANGEFORESTWATCH.ORG 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 
FORESTDEFENSENOW.COM 


Northwest Ecosystem Survey Team 


NESTCASCADIA. WORDPRESS.COM 


Portland Rising Tide 
PORTLANDRISINGTIDE.ORG 
TEXAS 

Tar Sands Blockade 

TARSAN DSBLOCKADE.ORG 
UTAH 

Utah Tar Sands Resistance 
TARSANDSRESIST.ORG 
VERMONT 

Green Mountain Earth First! 
GMEF@RISEUP.NET 
WASHINGTON 

Seattle Rising Tide 
RISINGTIDESEATTLE@RISEUP.NET 
WISCONSIN 

Madison Earth First!/Infoshop 
MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 
WeEstT VIRGINIA 
RAMPS 


RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 


INTERNATIONAL 


AUSTRALIA 
Still Wild, Still Threatened 
STILDWILDSTILLTHREATENED@GMAIL.COM 


Rising Tide Australia 
RISINGTIDE.ORG.AU 
CANADA 

Klabona Keepers 


THEKLABONAKEEPERS.COM 


Unist’ot’en Camp 
UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 


Wild Coast Action Team 


WILDCOAST.CA 


Subscribe or donate to the Earth First! Journal 


Subscription/Renewal 


Donation 


C) $20 - PRISONER SUB (DONATION) 
©) $22 - Low INCOME RATE 

©) $25 - REGULAR RATE 

©) $32 - SUPPORTER RATE 

©) $50 - ANONYMOUS/1ST CLASS 
©) $50 - CANADA & MEXICO 

©) $60 - INTERNATIONAL 


Donate or subscribe online: 
EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/DONATE 
EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Wildlife Defence League 
WILDLIFEDEFENCELEAGUE.ORG 
ECUADOR 

Rising Tide Ecuador 


MAREACRECIENTECUADOR. WORD- 
PRESS.COM 


ENGLAND 

Earth First! UK 
EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK 

Rising Tide UK 
RISINGTIDE.ORG. UK 
FINLAND 

Finland Rising Tide 
HYOKYAALTO.ORG 
GERMANY 

Hambach Forest Occupation 
HAMBACHFOREST.BLOGSPORT.DE 
ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 
SAVINGICELAND.ORG 
IRELAND 

Earth First Eire 


EARTHFIRSTEIRE@RISEUP.NET 


Rossport Solidarity Camp 
ROSSPORTSOLIDARITYCAMP.ORG 
ITALY 

Earth First! Italia 
EARTHFIRSTITALIA.BLOGSPOT.COM 
Mexico 

Green Revolt Collective 
REVUELTAVERDE.ORG 

Mexico Rising Tide 
MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 
NETHERLANDS 

Earth First! Netherlands 
GROENFRONT.NL/ENGLISH 
PHILIPPINES 

Earth First! Philippines 
EARTHFIRSTPHILIPPINES. BLOGSPOT.COM 
SCOTLAND 


Coal Action Scotland 
COALACTIONSCOTLAND.ORG.UK 
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Are you just getting into eco-activism? be 
300d for youl Now, maybe try not “getting * 


ust et. . lf your face isn't already in the newspapers; if you've 
VJ Ee ane ' “never been arrested; if you probably don't have an FBI file; 
| - consider being very intentional with your public image. You 
= Sef iy “ have a tool that most activists give up early: non-associa- 
tion. The appearance of innocence, or indifference. 
lf, when an investigation happens in your area, you are 
pny not a suspect, don't make yourself one. 
Take it slow. Be deliberate. Maybe don't go to protests, 
just yet. Maybe keep your job. Maybe stay off social me- 
ae AS dia, or keep your “likes” non-political. Maybe, instead 
Ce ee of diving in headfirst, spend your time plotting, planning, 
| about how you can be most effective. 
P We need fewer heroes, more warriors. Fewer advo- 
» cates, more allies, Fewer lockdowns, more shutdowns. 
it Keep your disguise, and keep to yourself. Don't give in 
to radical social capital. Contemplate the alternatives to 
oat out-in-the-open advocacy. Consider the underground. 
A Take your time, but know that time is of the essence. If 
5)". you decide it's not for you, then join the protests, sign the 
Se petitions, “like” Mhe Earth First! Journal on Facebook. 
But if itis, then when you're ready: strike—and escape 
to strike another day. 
| hope to see you in the streets, and not to recognize you. 
If we stay invisible, we will be invincible. 


—Anonymous 
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“The spirit of trees and wild 
animals who have been destroyed 
by illegal activities and corrupted 

people is now back for justice.” 


—Cambodian activist Seat Lykgeang, from 
“Feet on the Ground,” page 17 
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